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READING CHALLENGE 39

BUGC 1: POC VA HOAN THANH CAC CAU HOI
READING PASSAGE (Cam 19 - Test 2 — Passage 3)

An inquiry into the existence of the gifted child

Let us start by looking at a modern ‘genius’, Maryam Mirzakhani, who died at the early age
of 40. She was the only woman to win the Fields Medal — the mathematical equivalent of a
Nobel prize. It would be easy to assume that someone as special as Mirzakhani must have
been one of those ‘gifted’ children, those who have an extraordinary ability in a specific
sphere of activity or knowledge. But look closer and a different story emerges.

Mirzakhani was born in Tehran, Iran. She went to a highly selective girls’ school but maths
wasn't her interest — reading was. She loved novels and would read anything she could lay
her hands on. As for maths, she did rather poorly at it for the first couple of years in her
middle school, but became interested when her elder brother told her about what he'd
learned. He shared a famous maths problem from a magazine that fascinated her — and she
was hooked.

In adult life it is clear that she was curious, excited by what she did and also resolute in the
face of setbacks. One of her comments sums it up. ‘Of course, the most rewarding part is
the "Aha” moment, the excitement of discovery and enjoyment of understanding something
new ... But most of the time, doing mathematics for me is like being on a long hike with no
trail and no end in sight.’ That trail took her to the heights of original research into
mathematics.

Is her background unusual? Apparently not. Most Nobel prize winners were unexceptional
in childhood. Einstein was slow to talk as a baby. He failed the general part of the entry test
to Zurich Polytechnic — though they let him in because of high physics and maths scores. He
struggled at work initially, but he kept plugging away and eventually rewrote the laws of
Newtonian mechanics with his theory of relativity.

There has been a considerable amount of research on high performance over the last
century that suggests it goes way beyond tested intelligence. On top of that, research is
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clear that brains are flexible, new neural pathways can be created, and 1Q isn't fixed. For
example, just because you can read stories with hundreds of pages at the age of five
doesn’t mean you will still be ahead of your contemporaries in your teens.

While the jury is out on giftedness being innate and other factors potentially making the
difference, what is certain is that the behaviours associated with high levels of performance
are replicable and most can be taught — even traits such as curiosity. According to my
colleague Prof Deborah Eyre, with whom I've collaborated on the book Great Minds and
How to Grow Them, the latest neuroscience and psychological research suggests most
individuals can reach levels of performance associated in school with the gifted and
talented. However, they must be taught the right attitudes and approaches to their learning
and develop the attributes of high performers — curiosity, persistence and hard work, for
example — an approach Eyre calls 'high performance learning'. Critically, they need the right
support in developing those approaches at home as well as at school.

Prof Anders Ericsson, an eminent education psychologist at Florida State University, US, is
the co-author of Peak: Secrets from the New Science of Expertise. After research going back
to 1980 into diverse achievements, from music to memory to sport, he doesn't think unique
and innate talents are at the heart of performance. Deliberate practice, that stretches you
every step of the way, and around 10,000 hours of it, is what produces the goods. It's not a
magic number — the highest performers move on to doing a whole lot more, of course.
Ericsson’s memory research is particularly interesting because random students, trained in
memory techniques for the study, went on to outperform others thought to have innately
superior memories — those who you might call gifted.

But it is perhaps the work of Benjamin Bloom, another distinguished American educationist
working in the 1980s, that gives the most pause for thought. Bloom'’s team looked at a
group of extraordinarily high-achieving people in disciplines as varied as ballet, swimming,
piano, tennis, maths, sculpture and neurology. He found a pattern of parents encouraging
and supporting their children, often in areas they enjoyed themselves. Bloom's outstanding
people had worked very hard and consistently at something they had become hooked on at
a young age, and their parents all emerged as having strong work ethics themselves.

Eyre says we know how high performers learn. From that she has developed a high
performing learning approach. She is working on this with a group of schools, both in
Britain and abroad. Some spin-off research, which looked in detail at 24 of the 3,000
children being studied who were succeeding despite difficult circumstances, found
something remarkable. Half were getting free school meals because of poverty, more than
half were living with a single parent, and four in five were living in disadvantaged areas.
Interviews uncovered strong evidence of an adult or adults in the child’s life who valued and
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supported education, either in the immediate or extended family or in the child’s wider
community. Children talked about the need to work hard at school, to listen in class and
keep trying.

Let us end with Einstein, the epitome of a genius. He clearly had curiosity, character and
determination. He struggled against rejection in early life but was undeterred. Did he think
he was a genius or even gifted? He once wrote: 'It's not that I'm so smart, it's just that | stay
with problems longer. Most people say it is the intellect which makes a great scientist. They
are wrong: it is character.’

Questions 27-32

Complete the summary using the list of phrases, A-K, below.
Write the correct letter, A=K, in boxes 27-32 on your answer sheet.

Maryam Mirzakhani
Maryam Mirzakhani is regarded as 27 ..........cc........ in the field of mathematics because she
was the only female holder of the prestigious Fields Medal — a record that she retained at
the time of her death. However, maths held little 28 ..................... for her as a child and in
fact her performance was below average until she was 29..................... by a difficult puzzle

that one of her siblings showed her.

Later, as a professional mathematician, she had an inquiring mind and proved herself to

be 30 .....cccoeenene. when things did not go smoothly. She said she got the
greatest 31 ......cccceenenne. from making ground-breaking discoveries and in fact she was
responsible for some extremely 32 ..................... mathematical studies.

A appeal F devoted

B determined G involved

C intrigued H unique

D single I innovative

E achievement J satisfaction

K intent
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Questions 33-37
Do the following statements agree with the claims of the writer in Reading Passage 37
In boxes 33-37 on your answer sheet, write:

e« YES if the statement agrees with the claims of the writer
« NO if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer
« NOTGIVEN if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

33 Many people who ended up winning prestigious intellectual prizes only reached an
average standard when young.

34 Einstein’s failures as a young man were due to his lack of confidence.
35 It is difficult to reach agreement on whether some children are actually born gifted.
36 Einstein was upset by the public’s view of his life's work.

37 Einstein put his success down to the speed at which he dealt with scientific questions.

Questions 38-40

Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.
Write the correct letter in boxes 38-40 on your answer sheet.

38 What does Eyre believe is needed for children to equal ‘gifted’ standards?
A strict discipline from the teaching staff

B assistance from their peers in the classroom

C the development of a spirit of inquiry towards their studies

D the determination to surpass everyone else’s achievements

39 What is the result of Ericsson’s research?

A Very gifted students do not need to work on improving memory skills.
B Being born with a special gift is not the key factor in becoming expert.
C Including time for physical exercise is crucial in raising performance.

D 10,000 hours of relevant and demanding work will create a genius.
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40 In the penultimate paragraph, it is stated the key to some deprived children’s success is

A a regular and nourishing diet at home

B the loving support of more than one parent

C a community which has well-funded facilities for learning

D the guidance of someone who recognises the benefits of learning

© Budgc bién soan bdi Next Level English (nextlevelenglish.vn)



Next Level English

Take your English to the next level with IELTS teachers 8.0+

Website: nextlevelenglish.vn
Fanpage/Youtube: Next Level English
Group: Hoc IELTS 8.0+ cung Hanna
Phone: 0869.354.255 (Zalo — Nhuhao)

BUGC 2: CHAM BAI, NOTE LOI SAI, LY DO SAI, VA NOTE DIEM VAO BANG TIEN DO

Vi tri / Tu khoa trong bai

Giai thich chi tiét

“the only woman to win the Fields

“The only woman” — doc

27 |H (unique) Medal” (P1) nhat — unique

" , . ; Khong hing thi — maths
28 ||A (appeal) maths wasn’t her interest” (P2) had little appeal
29 |IC (intrigued) a famous maths problem... that Fascinated = intrigued

fascinated her” (P2)

(satisfaction)

B ; . ; Resolute = kién dinh
30 (determined) resolute in the face of setbacks” (P3) _ determined
31 J “the most rewarding part is the ‘Aha’ Rewarding part

moment” (P3)

= satisfaction

Original research

32 ||l (innovative) ||“original research into mathematics” (P3)| . ]
— Innovative
33 lves “Most Nobel prize winners were Unexceptional = muc trung
unexceptional in childhood” (P4) binh
Einstein “failed... led... k . . :
34 |INO |nste!n al ed” stiugdi@ Vi@dkept Khéng ndi do thiéu tu tin
plugging away” (P4)
“While the jury i [ . et oA
35 ||YES . I e't eJu”ry pask¢n giftedness Jury is out = chua c6 két luan
being innate” (P6)
36 |[NOT GIVEN |iPoan Einstein cudi Khong] de cap ong buon vi
du luan
“it is character” not intellect/speed (last ||Ong phti nhan téc
37 |INO .
para) do/intellect
"develop the attributes of high 9 . . R
38 ¢ performers — curiosity...” (P6) Nhan manh spirit of inquiry
“doesn’t think unique and innate talents A e
B
39 are at the heart” (P7) Khéng phai bam sinh
10 o “adult or adults... valued and supported ||C6 ngudi huéng dan coi

education” (P9)

trong hoc tap
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Let us start by looking at a modern genius,
Maryam Mirzakhani, who died at the early
age of 40. She was the only woman to win
the Fields Medal — the mathematical
equivalent of a Nobel Prize. It would be easy
to assume that someone as special as
Mirzakhani must have been one of

those gifted children, those who have

an extraordinary ability in a specific sphere
of activity or knowledge. But look closer and
a different story emerges.

Hay bat dau bang viéc nhin vao mét thién
tai hién dai — Maryam Mirzakhani — ngugi
qua dai khi méi 40 tudi. Ba la ngu'&i phu nir
duy nhat gianh dugc Huy chuong Fields,
giai thudng tucng ducng Nobel trong toan
hoc. Ngudi ta rat dé cho rang mét ngudi dac
biét nhu Mirzakhani han phai la mét dira tré
nang khiéu, tic la ngudi c6 kha nang phi
thuong trong mot linh vyc hoat ddng hay
tri thiric cu thé. Tuy nhién, néu nhin k§ hon,
mot cau chuyén khac lai hién ra.

Mirzakhani was born in Tehran, Iran. She
went to a highly selective girls’ school but
maths wasn't her interest — reading was. She
loved novels and would read anything she
could lay her hands on. As for maths, she did
rather poorly at it for the first couple of
years in her middle school, but became
interested when her elder brother told her
about what he'd learned. He shared a
famous maths problem from a magazine
that fascinated her — and she was hooked.

Mirzakhani sinh ra tai Tehran, Iran. Ba theo
hoc tai mot trudng nit sinh tuyén chon khat
khe, nhung toan hoc khéng phai la méi
quan tam cua ba — ma la doc sach. Ba yéu
thich ti€u thuyét va doc bat cr thir gi ¢ thé
tim dugc. Vé toan hoc, trong vai nam dau
trung hoc, ba hoc kha kém, nhung bat dau
quan tam khi nguai anh trai ké cho ba nghe
nhirng gi anh da hoc. Anh chia sé mot bai
toan néi tiéng trén tap chi khién ba bi cuén
hit - va tu do ba say mé toan hoc.

In adult life it is clear that she was curious,
excited by what she did and also resolute in
the face of setbacks. One of her comments
sums it up. "Of course, the

most rewarding part is the ‘Aha” moment,
the excitement of discovery and enjoyment
of understanding something new ... But most
of the time, doing mathematics for me is like
being on a long hike with no trail and no end
in sight.” That trail took her to the heights

of original research into mathematics.

Khi trudng thanh, cé thé thay ré ba la
ngudi td mo, hao hiing vai cong viéc minh
lam va kién dinh khi d6i mat véi that bai.
Mot cau ndi cua ba da tdom luge diéu do:
“Tat nhién, phan dang gia nhat la khoanh
khac ‘A ha', sy phan khich ctia kham pha va
niém vui khi hiéu dugc diéu gi dé mai mé...
Nhung phan I8n thai gian, lam toan vdi toi
giéng nhu dang di b6 dudng dai ma khong
6 16i mon hay diém két thuc.” Con dudng
ay da dua ba tdi dinh cao cua nghién ciru
toan hoc nguyén ban.

Is her background unusual? Apparently not.
Most Nobel Prize

Liéu xuat than cla ba cé bat thuang khong?

Co vé la khéng. Phan I8n nhitng ngudi
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winners were unexceptional in childhood.
Einstein was slow to talk as a baby. He failed
the general part of the entry test to Zurich
Polytechnic — though they let him in because
of high physics and maths scores. He
struggled at work initially, but he

kept plugging away and eventually rewrote
the laws of Newtonian mechanics with his
theory of relativity.

doat Giai Nobel déu khéng néi batkhi con
nho. Einstein cham noi khi con la tré sa sinh.
Ong trugt phan thi chung dé vao Trudng
Bach khoa Zurich — du van dugc nhan nhg
diém cao mon vat ly va toan. Ban dau éng
gap kho khan trong cong viéc, nhung

van kién tri bén biva cudi cung da viét lai
cac dinh luat co hoc Newton bang thuyét
tuong déi cia minh.

There has been a considerable amount

of research on high performance over the
last century that suggests it goes way
beyond tested intelligence. On top of that,
research is clear that brains are flexible,
new neural pathways can be created,

and 1Q isn’t fixed.

Trong suét thé ky qua, da co rat

nhiéu nghién ciru vé thanh tich cao, cho
thay né vugt xa tri théng minh dugc do
bang cac bai kiém tra. Hon nira, nghién clu
khang dinh rang ndo bo linh hoat, c6 thé
tao ra cac dudng dan than kinh méi, va chi
s6 1Q khéng cé dinh.

While the jury is out on giftedness

being innate, and other factors potentially
making the difference, what is certain is that
the behaviours associated with high levels
of performance are replicable and most can
be taught — even traits such as curiosity.

Mac du viéc nang khiéu cé phai 1a bam
sinh hay khéng van con chua nga ngi, va
cac yéu t6 khac cling c6 thé tao ra su khac
biét, diéu chac chan la nhitng hanh vi gan
lién v&i murc thanh tich cao cé thé tai tao va
phan I6n déu co6 thé day dugc — ké ca
nhitng pham chat nhu tinh t6 mé.

According to my colleague Prof Deborah
Eyre, with whom I've collaborated on the
book Great Minds and How to Grow Them,
the latest neuroscience and psychological
research suggests most individuals can
reach levels of performance associated in
school with the gifted and talented.
However, they must be taught the

right attitudes and approaches to learning
and develop the attributes of high
performers — an approach Eyre calls high
performance learning. Critically, they need
the right support at home as well as at
school.

Theo dong nghiép cua t6i — Gido su
Deborah Eyre, nguai t6i da hgp tac viét
cuén Great Minds and How to Grow Them -
cac nghién ctu méi nhat vé khoa hoc than
kinh va tam ly hoc cho thay hau hét moi ca
nhan déu cé thé dat dugc muc thanh tich
trong trudng hoc vén dugc gan cho

nhom hoc sinh nang khiéu. Tuy nhién, ho
phai dudc day cac thai déva phuong phap
hoc tap ding dan, dong thai phat trién
nhitng pham chat cua ngudi cé thanh tich
cao — cach tiép can ma Eyre goi la hoc tap
hiéu suat cao. Quan trong han, ho céan

c6 su ho trg phu hgp ca 6 nha lan &
truong.

Prof Anders Ericsson, an eminent education
psychologist at Florida State University, is the
co-author of Peak: Secrets from the New

Giao su Anders Ericsson, mét nha tam ly hoc
gido duc nai tiéng tai Dai hoc Bang Florida,

la déng tac gia cudn Peak: Secrets from the
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Science of Expertise. After research going
back to 1980 into diverse achievements,
from music to memory to sport, he doesn't
think unique and innate talents are at the
heart of performance. Deliberate practice,
which stretches you every step of the way,
and around 10,000 hours of it, is what
produces the goods.

New Science of Expertise. Sau nhitrng nghién
ctu kéo dai tr nam 1980 vé nhiéu loai thanh
tich khac nhau — tr &m nhac, tri nhé dén thé
thao — 6ng khong cho rang tai ndng déc
nhat va bam sinh la c6t 16i cda thanh tich.
Chinh luyén tap c6 chu dich, luén tha thach
ban than & tung budc, véi khoang 10.000
giG, mdi la yéu to tao ra két qua vuat troi.

It's not a magic number — the highest
performers move on to doing a whole lot
more, of course. Ericsson’'s memory
research is particularly interesting because
random students, trained in memory
techniques, went on to outperform others
thought to have innately superior
memories — those you might call gifted.

Con s6 dé khong mang tinh ky diéu — nhitng
ngudi c6 thanh tich cao nhat di nhién con
luyén tap nhiéu han thé. Nghién clu vé tri
nhé cua Ericsson dac biét dang chu y vi cac
sinh vién ngau nhién, dugc dao tao ky thuat
ghi nhé, sau do6 da vuagt tréi han nhiing
ngudi dugc cho la ¢ tri nhé bam sinh
vugt trdéi — nhitng ngudi ma ta co thé goi

la nang khiéu.

But it is perhaps the work of Benjamin
Bloom, another distinguished American
educationist working in the 1980s, that gives
the most pause for thought. Bloom's team
looked at a group of extraordinarily high-
achieving people in disciplines as varied as
ballet, swimming, piano, tennis, maths,
sculpture and neurology.

Tuy nhién, c6 18 chinh cong trinh cla
Benjamin Bloom — mét nha giao duc My
xuat sac khac lam viéc vao thap nién 1980 —
mdi 1a diéu khién ngudi ta phai suy ngam
nhiéu nhat. Nhém nghién cfu cta Bloom da
xem xét mét nhém ngudi dat thanh tich cuyc
ky cao trong nhiéu Iinh vuc khac nhau nhu
ballet, baoi 16i, piano, quan vgt, toan hoc,
diéu khac va than kinh hoc.

He found a pattern of parents encouraging
and supporting their children, often in areas
they enjoyed themselves. Bloom'’s
outstanding people had worked very hard
and consistently at something they had
become hooked on when young, and their
parents all emerged as having strong work
ethics themselves.

Ong phéat hién ra mét mé hinh chung: cha
me luén khuyén khich va hoé trg con cai,
thudng trong nhitng linh vuc ma chinh ho
cling yéu thich. Nhirng nguai xuat sac trong
nghién clu cta Bloom déu da lam viéc rat
cham chi va bén bitrong linh vuc ma ho say
mé tU khi con nho, va cha me ho déu thé
hién dao dirc lao dong manh mé.

Eyre says we know how high performers
learn. From that she has developed a high
performing learning approach, which she
is working on with schools in Britain and
abroad. Some spin-off research, which
looked in detail at 24 of the 3,000 children
being studied who were succeeding

Eyre cho biét ching ta da biét cach nhiing
ngudi co6 thanh tich cao hoc tap. Tu do, ba
phat trién mot phuong phap hoc tap hiéu
suat cao, hién dang dugc ap dung tai cac
trudng hoc & Anh va nhiéu quéc gia khac.
Mot s6 nghién ciru phat sinh, phan tich chi

tiét 24 trong s6 3.000 hoc sinh dang dugc
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despite difficult circumstances, found
something remarkable.

theo d&i — nhitng em van thanh céng du
song trong hoan canh khé khan - da phat
hién ra diéu dang chay.

Half were getting free school meals because
of poverty, more than half were living with
a single parent, and four in five were living
in disadvantaged areas. Interviews
uncovered strong evidence of an adult who
valued and supported education, either in
the immediate or extended family or in the
child’s wider community.

Mot nlfa trong s6 cac em dugc nhan bita an
mién phi tai trudng do nghéo déi, han mot
nlfa song véi cha hoac me don than, va
bén trong ndm em séng tai cac khu vuc
thiét thoi. Cac cuéc phong van cho thay
bang chiing rd rang vé su hién dién cua
mot ngudi I6n coi trong va ung hd giao
duc, du trong gia dinh ruét thit, ho hang
hay cdng doéng rong I16n han cla dia tré.

Children talked about the need to work
hard at school, to listen in class and keep

trying.

Cac em ndi vé su can thiét phai cham chi
hoc tap, lang nghe trong I6p va tiép tuc
cd gang.

Let us end with Einstein, the epitome of
a genius. He clearly

He struggled against rejection in early life
but was undeterred. Did he think he was a
genius or even gifted? He once wrote: “It's
not that I'm so smart, it's just that | stay with
problems longer... Most people say it is the
intellect which makes a great scientist. They
are wrong: it is character.”

had curiosity, character and determination.

Hay két thic véi Einstein — hinh mau tiéu
biéu ctia mét thién tai. Ong ré rang s

hitu tinh t6 mo, pham chat ca nhan va sy
quyét tam. Ong tiing phai vat 16n véi sy ti
chai trong giai doan dau ddi nhung khéng
hé nan chi. Ong c6 nghi minh I3 thién tai
hay ngudi c6 néng khiéu khéng? Ong ting
viét: “"Khdéng phai vi t6i thdng minh haon... ma
vi toi kién tri v&i van dé lau hon. Hau hét
moi Ngudi cho rang tri tué tao nén moét nha
khoa hoc vi dai. Ho da sai: d6 la pham chat

con nguai.”

2/ VOCABULARY LIST

Antonym /
gifted /' giftid/ c6 nang khiéu |talented
extraordinary  ||/1k’stro:dnri/ adj phi thucng exceptional ordinary
unexceptional |/ anik'sepfanl/ adj ||khdng néi bat |average outstanding
selective /s1'lektiv/ adj ’;L;):)en chon gat exclusive open
fascination / faest ' neifn/ n :;ra:;‘on hut intrigue boredom
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Antonym /
M VN

bi kich thich to

intrigued /in'tri.gd/ o fascinated indifferent
. |lsay mé, dinh
hooked /hukt/ adj L absorbed -
chat
resolute /'rezalu:t/ adj |lkién dinh determined hesitant
setback /'setbaek/ n g:i ngai, that obstacle breakthrough
rewarding /r1'wo:din/ adj |dang gia fulfilling -
discovery /d1’skavari/ n su kham pha |ffinding -
original /2 'rid3zinl/ n nghleAn Cu,u innovative work |-
research nguyén ban
unexceptional |/ anik'sepfanl/ adj |lbinh thudng ||mediocre remarkable
plug away (at) ||/plag o'wer/ phr.v |kién tri lam persevere give up
flexible /'fleksabl/ adj |/linh hoat adaptable rigid
L dudng dan
neural pathway |/ njuaral/ n than kinh - -
fixed /fikst/ adj ||c6 dinh static changeable
innate /1'nert/ adj ||bdm sinh inborn acquired
o ... |lchua c6 két
jury is out - idiom||~ . unresolved -
luan
replicable /'replikabl/ adj ||co thé taitao |reproducible -
attribute /'aetribjut/ n pham chat trait ~
. . . khoa hoc than
neuroscience ||/ njuarav saians/ |n . — —
kinh
psychological ||/ saitka'lodzikl/ |ladj |thudctéamly |mental physical
dellbc'erate /dr1'libarat/ n Iuy,enltap © lfocused training |-
practice chu dich
outperform / avtpa ' fom/ v vugt troi hon |surpass underperform
innate talent  ||/'Ine1t/ n ’;?rl]gang bam natural ability |-
work ethic /'w3:k eB1k/ n daAo die lao diligence laziness
dong
disadvantaged |/ disad'va:ntidzd/||adj |thiét thoi underprivileged |ladvantaged
spin-off . nghién clu ) B
research /'spin of/ n ohat sinh follow-up study
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. Antonym /

. . coi trong giao |prioritise
value education |/ veelju:/ v N9 g priort -
duc learning
, pham chat ca |. :
character / kaerakta/ n han integrity -

3/ CAC CAU TRUC GHI PIEM TRONG BAI

« The jury is out on + N: van chua c6 két ludn

+ Be hooked on something: bi cun hat / say mé

o In the face of setbacks: déi mat véi that bai

e Plug away (at sth): kién tri lam viéc gi do

e Go way beyond: vugt xa

 Attributes of high performers: pham chat clia nguai cé thanh tich cao
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