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READING CHALLENGE 21

BUGC 1: POC VA HOAN THANH CAC CAU HOI

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 27-40, which are based on Reading Passage 3
below.

Timur Gareyev - blindfold chess champion

A. Next month, a chess player named Timur Gareyev will take on nearly 50 opponents at once. But
that is not the hard part. While his challengers will play the games as normal, Gareyev himself will be
blindfolded. Even by world record standards, it sets a high bar for human performance. The 28-year-
old already stands out in the rarefied world of blindfold chess. He has a fondness for bright clothes
and unusual hairstyles, and he gets his kicks from the adventure sport of BASE jumping. He has already
proved himself a strong chess player, too. In a 10-hour chess marathon in 2013, Gareyev played 33
games in his head simultaneously. He won 29 and lost none. The skill has become his brand: he calls
himself the Blindfold King.

B. But Gareyev's prowess has drawn interest from beyond the chess-playing community. In the hope
of understanding how he and others like him can perform such mental feats, researchers at the
University of California in Los Angeles (UCLA) called him in for tests. They now have their first results.
‘The ability to play a game of chess with your eyes closed is not a far reach for most accomplished
players,” said Jesse Rissman, who runs a memory lab at UCLA. ‘But the thing that's so remarkable about
Timur and a few other individuals is the number of games they can keep active at once. To me it is
simply astonishing.’

C. Gareyev learned to play chess in his native Uzbekistan when he was six years old. Tutored by his
grandfather, he entered his first tournament aged eight and soon became obsessed with
competitions. At 16, he was crowned Asia’s youngest ever chess grandmaster. He moved to the US
soon after, and as a student helped his university win its first national chess championship. In 2013,
Gareyev was ranked the third best chess player in the US.

D. To the uninitiated, blindfold chess seems to call for superhuman skill. But displays of the feat go
back centuries. The first recorded game in Europe was played in 13th-century Florence. In 1947, the
Argentinian grandmaster Miguel Najdorf played 45 simultaneous games in his mind, winning 39 in
the 24-hour session.

E. Accomplished players can develop the skill of playing blind even without realising it. The nature of
the game is to run through possible moves in the mind to see how they play out. From this, regular
players develop a memory for the patterns the pieces make, the defences and attacks. 'You recreate
it in your mind,’ said Gareyev. ‘A lot of players are capable of doing what I'm doing.” The real mental
challenge comes from playing multiple games at once in the head. Not only must the positions of
each piece on every board be memorised, they must be recalled faithfully when needed, updated with
each player's moves, and then reliably stored again, so the brain can move on to the next board. First
moves can be tough to remember because they are fairly uninteresting. But the ends of games are
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taxing too, as exhaustion sets in. When Gareyev is tired, his recall can get patchy. He sometimes makes
moves based on only a fragmented memory of the pieces’ positions.

F. The scientists first had Gareyev perform some standard memory tests. These assessed his ability to
hold numbers, pictures and words in mind. One classic test measures how many numbers a person
can repeat, both forwards and backwards, soon after hearing them. Most people manage about seven.
'He was not exceptional on any of these standard tests,’ said Rissman. ‘We didn't find anything other
than playing chess that he seems to be supremely gifted at." But next came the brain scans. With
Gareyev lying down in the machine, Rissman looked at how well connected the various regions of the
chess player’s brain were. Though the results are tentative and as yet unpublished, the scans found
much greater than average communication between parts of Gareyev's brain that make up what is
called the frontoparietal control network. Of 63 people scanned alongside the chess player, only one
or two scored more highly on the measure. 'You use this network in almost any complex task. It helps
you to allocate attention, keep rules in mind, and work out whether you should be responding or not,’
said Rissman.

G. It was not the only hint of something special in Gareyev's brain. The scans also suggest that
Gareyev's visual network is more highly connected to other brain parts than usual. Initial results
suggest that the areas of his brain that process visual images — such as chess boards — may have
stronger links to other brain regions, and so be more powerful than normal. While the analyses are
not finalised yet, they may hold the first clues to Gareyev's extraordinary ability.

H. For the world record attempt, Gareyev hopes to play 47 blindfold games at once in about 16 hours.
He will need to win 80% to claim the title. 'l don't worry too much about the winning percentage,
that's never been an issue for me,’ he said. ‘The most important part of blindfold chess for me is that
| have found the one thing that | can fully dedicate myself to. | miss having an obsession.’

Questions 27-32

Reading Passage 3 has eight paragraphs, A-H.

Which paragraph contains the following information?

Write the correct letter, A-H, in boxes 27-32 on your answer sheet.

NB You may use any letter more than once.

27 a reference to earlier examples of blindfold chess

28 an outline of what blindfold chess involves

29 a claim that Gareyev's skill is limited to chess

30 why Gareyev's skill is of interest to scientists

31 an outline of Gareyev's priorities

32 a reason why the last part of a game may be difficult
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Questions 33-36
Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 3?

In boxes 33-36 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information

NOT GIVEN if there is no information about this

33 In the forthcoming games, all the participants will be blindfolded.

34 Gareyev has won competitions in BASE jumping.

35 UCLA is the first university to carry out research into blindfold chess players.
36 Good chess players are likely to be able to play blindfold chess.

Questions 37-40
Complete the summary below.
Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 37-40 on your answer sheet.

How the research was carried out

The researchers started by testing Gareyev's 37 ..................... ; for example, he was required to recall a
string of 38.......cccceeene. in order and also in reverse order. Although his performance was normal,
scans showed an unusual amount of 39 ..........c.......... within the areas of Gareyev's brain that are
concerned with directing attention. In addition, the scans raised the possibility of unusual strength
in the parts of his brain that deal with 40 ..................... input.
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BUGC 2: CHAM BAI, NOTE CAC LOI SAI, LY DO SAI, NOTE LAI PIEM VAO BANG TIEN PO

Questions 27-32 (Matching information)

Cau Papan Clue trong bai Ly do chon
27 b “displays of the feat go back centuries...  Doan D nhac cac vi du lich sur truéc
13th-century Florence... 1947" day cua blindfold chess
“run through possible moves in the mind... ,
| TTOHgN posst Poan E mé ta cu thé blindfold chess
28 E positions... memorised... recalled... . . .. - .
, gom nhirng thao tac tinh than nao
updated
"We didn't find anything other than Poan F khang dinh kha nang dac
29 F playing chess that he seems to be biét ciia Gareyev chi néi tréi & c&
supremely gifted at.” vua
30 B “In the hope of understanding how he...  Doan B néu ly do cac nha khoa hoc
can perform such mental feats” quan tam nghién ciru
31 H “the most important part... | can fully Doan H thé hién uu tién va déng luc
dedicate myself to” ca nhan cua Gareyev
32 E “the ends of games are taxing too, as Poan E giai thich vi sao giai doan

exhaustion sets in”

cudi van co khé

Questions 33-36 (TRUE / FALSE / NOT GIVEN)

Cau Pap an Clue trong bai Ly do chon
“While his challengers will play the games as Chi Gareyev bj bit mat, khéng
33 FALSE : . . e oxe
normal, Gareyev himself will be blindfolded.” phai tat ca
Chi n6i tham gia
"he gets his kicks from the adventure sport . A 9 ,_/‘ .
34 NOT GIVEN ) ) thich, khong néi tirng thang
of BASE jumping” .
cuoc thi
o Khong cé thong tin UCLA la
35 NOT GIVEN “researchers at UCLA called him in for tests” . NN
truong dau tién
“not a far reach for most accomplished Ngudi chai gioi ¢6 kha nang
36 TRUE

players”

chgi blindfold
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Cau Pap an Clue trong bai Ly do chon
., } Bai nghién clu bat dau
37 memory perform some standard memory tests . e L
bang kiém tra tri nhé
38 numbers "how many numbers a person can repeat” Vi du cu thé clia bai test

L. “much greater than average communication | , .
39 communication Két qua scan nao

between parts of Gareyev's brain”

Lién quan xu ly hinh anh

40 visual "areas of his brain that process visual images” .= ',
thi giac
BUGC 3: RUT TRICH VA HOC TU VUNG
1. BAN DICH SONG NGU
English | Vietnamese

A Thang tdi, moét ky thu tén la Timur Gareyev sé
thi dau cung ldc véi gan 50 déi thu. Nhung do
chua phai la phan kho nhat. Trong khi cac déi tha
cta anh chai cd nhu binh thudng, ban than
Gareyev sé bi bit mat. Ngay ca theo tiéu chuéan

A Next month, a chess player named Timur
Gareyev will take on nearly 50 opponents at
once. But that is not the hard part. While his
challengers will play the games as normal,
Gareyev himself will be blindfolded. Even by

ky luc thé gidi, diéu nay cling dat ra mot ngudn
world record standards, it sets a high bar for v 9 y cung g > ng J

rat cao cho nang luc ctia con ngu@i. O tudi 28,
human performance. The 28-year-old already

stands out in the rarefied world of blindfold
chess. He has a fondness for bright clothes and

anh da néi bat trong thé giéi rat kén chon cua
G vua bit mat. Anh thich trang phuc séac s& va

_ L. nhitng kiéu téc khac thudng, va anh tim thay su
unusual hairstyles, and he gets his kicks . j A -
. . hirng thi manh mé tir mon thé thao mao hiém
from the adventure sport of BASE jumping. He ) i . Lo .
. BASE jumping. Anh cling da chirng to ban
has already proved himself a strong chess T . e R
) than la mot ky thd cd vua xuat sac. Trong mot
player, too. In a 10-hour chess marathon in . . L .
L cudéc marathon cd vua kéo dai 10 gid nam 2013,
2013, Gareyev played 33 games in his - R . L .
. Gareyev da chaoi dong thgi 33 van cG trong dau.
head simultaneously. He won 29 and lost none. . L L .
. . ) Anh thang 29 van va khong thua van nao. Ky

The skill has become his brand: he calls himself

_ i nang nay da trd thanh thuang hiéu ca nhan cua
the Blindfold King.

anh: anh tu goi minh la Blindfold King.
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B But Gareyev's prowess has drawn interest
from beyond the chess-playing community. In
the hope of understanding how he and others
like him can perform such mental feats,
researchers at the University of California in Los
Angeles (UCLA) called him in for tests. They now
have their first results. ‘'The ability to play a game
of chess with your eyes closed is not a far

reach for most accomplished players,’ said Jesse
Rissman, who runs a memory lab at UCLA. ‘But
the thing that's so remarkable about Timur and
a few other individuals is the number of games
they can keep active at once. To me it is

simply astonishing.’

B Tuy nhién, nang luc vugt troi cia Gareyev da
thu hat sy quan tam vugt ra ngoai cong dong
chai ¢&. V&i hy vong hiéu dugc cach anh va
nhitng ngudi giéng anh cd thé thuc hién

nhiing ky tich vé mat tinh than nhu vay, cac nha
nghién cltu tai Pai hoc California, Los Angeles
(UCLA) da mai anh tham gia cac bai kiém tra.
Hién ho da c6 nhiing két qua ban dau. “Kha nang
chaoi ¢& v8i mat nham lai khong phai la diéu qua
xa v@i doi vGi hau hét cac ky tha gidi,” Jesse
Rissman, ngudi diéu hanh moét phong thi nghiém
vé tri nhd& tai UCLA, cho biét. "Nhung diéu thuc
su dang kinh ngac & Timur va mét vai ca nhan
khac 1a s6 lugng van ¢ ma ho cé thé duy tri
cung lic. Véi t6i, diéu do don gian la phi
thuong.”

C Gareyev learned to play chess in his native
Uzbekistan when he was six years old. Tutored
by his grandfather, he entered his first
tournament aged eight and soon

became obsessed with competitions. At 16, he
was crownedAsia’s youngest ever chess
grandmaster. He moved to the US soon after,
and as a student helped his university win its
first national chess championship. In 2013,
Gareyev was ranked the third best chess player
in the US.

C Gareyev hoc chai ¢G vua tai qué huaong
Uzbekistan khi méi sau tudi. Dugc dng minh day
dd, anh tham gia giai ddu dau tién lGc tdm tudi va
nhanh chéng trd nén am anh véi cac cudc thi.
Nam 16 tudi, anh dudc trao danh hiéudai kién
tudng cd vua tré nhat chau A. Sau dé anh chuyén
sang My va khi con la sinh vién da giup trudng
dai hoc cia minh gianh chtc vé dich ¢ vua quéc
gia dau tién. Nam 2013, Gareyev dugdc xép

hang la ky thd c& vua xuat sac thi ba tai My.

D To the uninitiated, blindfold chess seems to
call for superhuman skill. But displays of the
feat go back centuries. The first recorded game
in Europe was played in 13th-century Florence.
In 1947, the Argentinian grandmaster Miguel
Najdorf played 45 simultaneousgames in his
mind, winning 39 in the 24-hour session.

D Vé&i nhitng ngudi chua am hiéu, ¢S vua bit mat
dudng nhu doi hoi ky nang siéu pham. Tuy
nhién, nhitng man thé hién nhu vay da xuat hién
tu hang thé ky trudc. Van cg dugc ghi nhan dau
tién & chau Au dién ra tai Florence vao thé ky 13.
Nam 1947, dai kién tuéng ngudi Argentina
Miguel Najdorf da chai dong thgi 45 van cd
trong dau, thang 39 van trong phién thi dau kéo
dai 24 gic.
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E Accomplished players can develop the skill of
playing blind even without realising it. The
nature of the game is to run through possible
moves in the mind to see how they play out.
From this, regular players develop a memory
for the patterns the pieces make, the defences
and attacks. ‘You recreate it in your mind,’ said
Gareyev. ‘A lot of players are capable of doing
what I'm doing.’ The real mental challenge
comes from playing multiple games at once in
the head. Not only must the positions of each
piece on every board be memorised, they must
be recalled faithfully, updated with each
player’'s moves, and then reliably stored again,

E Nhiing ky tha gidi c6 thé phat trién ky nang
chai c& bit mat ngay ca khi khéng nhén ra diéu
do. Ban chat cua tro chdi la chay qua cac nudc
di kha di trong dau dé xem ching dién tién ra
sao. TU do, ngudi chai hinh thanh tri nhé vé cac
mo hinh ma quan cd tao ra, cling nhu cac thé
phong thu va tan cong. “Ban tai tao toan bo van
cd trong dau,” Gareyev noi. “Rat nhiéu ky thu co
thé lam dugc diéu téi dang lam.” Thir thach tinh
than thuc sy dén tu viéc choi nhiéu van cé cung
lac trong dau. Khdng chi céc vi tri cda tiing quan
& trén méi ban phai dugc ghi nhé, ma con phai
dugc nhé lai chinh xac, cap nhat theo tung
nudc di cta déi thu, réi luu trir dang tin cdy tré

so the brain can move on to the next board. First lai dé bd ndo cé thé chuyén sang ban tiép theo.

moves can be tough to remember because they
are fairly uninteresting. But the ends of games
are taxing too, as exhaustion sets in. When
Gareyev is tired, his recall can get patchy. He
sometimes makes moves based on only

a fragmented memory of the pieces’ positions.

Cac nudc di dau thudng khd nhd vi khd nham
chan. Nhung giai doan cudi van cg cling rat mét
moi, khi su kiét strc xuat hién. Khi Gareyev mét,
kha ndng nhé lai clia anh c6 thé trg nén khéng
on dinh. D6i khi anh dua ra nudc di chi dua

trén tri nhé rai rac vé vi tri cac quan co.

F The scientists first had Gareyev perform

some standard memory tests. These assessed
his ability to hold numbers, pictures and
words in mind. One classic test measures how
many numbers a person can repeat, both
forwards and backwards, soon after hearing
them. Most people manage about seven. 'He
was not exceptional on any of these standard
tests,’ said Rissman. 'We didn’t find anything
other than playing chess that he seems to

be supremely gifted at.’ But next came

the brain scans. With Gareyev lying down in the
machine, Rissman looked at how

well connected the various regions of the chess
player’s brain were. Though the results

are tentative and as yet unpublished, the scans
found much greater than

average communication between parts of

F Trudc tién, cac nha khoa hoc yéu cau Gareyev
thuc hién moét s6 bai kiém tra tri nhé tiéu
chuan. Nhitng bai nay danh gia kha nang giir cac
con sd, hinh anh va tir ngir trong dau cla anh.
M6t bai kiém tra kinh dién do xem mét ngudi co
thé 13p lai bao nhiéu con s6, theo th(r tu xudi va
nguagc, ngay sau khi nghe. Hau hét moi ngudi dat
khoang bay. “Anh &y khéng néi trdi & bat ky bai
ki€m tra tiéu chuan nao,” Rissman noi. “Ching toi
khong tim thdy linh vuc nao ngoai ¢S vua ma anh
ay c6 nang khiéu vugt tréi.” Sau do la cac ban
quét ndo. Khi Gareyev nam trong may, Rissman
quan sat mic do két nai gilra cac vung khac
nhau trong nédo cua ky thu nay. Mac du két qua
con tam thgi va chua dugc cong bo, cac ban
quét cho thdy muc lién lacgiira cac vung nao tao
thanh cai goi 1a mang ludi kiém soat tran —
dinh cta Gareyev cao han muc trung binh rat
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GareyevV's brain that make up what is called

the frontoparietal control network. Of 63
people scanned alongside the chess player, only
one or two scored more highly on the measure.
‘You use this network in almost any complex
task. It helps you to allocate attention, keep
rules in mind, and work out whether you
should be responding or not,’ said Rissman.

nhiéu. Trong s6 63 ngudi dugc quét cung vdi
anh, chi mét hoac hai ngudi dat diém cao hon.
“Ban s dung mang ludi nay trong hau hét

moi nhiém vu phirc tap. N6 gilip ban phan bé
su cha y, ghi nh& cac quy tac, va xac dinh xem
c6 nén phan trng hay khéng,” Rissman ndi.

G It was not the only hint of something special
in GareyeV's brain. The scans also suggest that
GareyeV's visual network is more highly
connected to other brain parts than usual. Initial
results suggest that the areas of his brain

that process visual images — such as chess
boards — may have stronger links to other brain
regions, and so be more powerful than normal.
While the analyses are not finalised yet, they
may hold the first clues to

Gareyev's extraordinary ability.

G Day khong phai la dau hiéu duy nhat cho thay
c6 diéu gi do dac biét trong ndo clia Gareyev. Cac
ban quét cling cho thay mang luéi thi giac cla
anh két néi manh mé hon vdi cac vung nao khéac
so vdi binh thuang. Nhitng két qua ban dau cho
thay cac khu vuc ndo xur ly hinh anh thi giac -
chéng han nhu ban c& - c6 thé cé lién két manh
han v3i cac vung ndo khac, tir do tré nén manh
mé& hon mdc binh thudng. DU cac phéan tich van
chua dugc hoan tat, ching cé thé mang lai
nhirng manh mai dau tién vé nang luc phi
thudng cua Gareyev.

H For the world record attempt, Gareyev hopes
to play 47 blindfold games at once in about 16
hours. He will need to win 80% to claim the
title. 'l don't worry too much about the winning
percentage, that's never been an issue for me,’
he said. 'The most important part of blindfold
chess for me is that | have found the one thing
that | can fully dedicate myself to. | miss
having an obsession.’

H Trong nd luc lap ky luc thé gidi, Gareyev hy
vong sé chai cung lGc 47 van cd bit mat trong
khoang 16 giG. Anh cén thang 80% sé van

dé gianh danh hiéu. "T6i khdng qué lo lang vé ty
Ié chién thang, diéu d6 chua bao gi¢ la van dé
V@i t6i,” anh néi. "Phan quan trong nhat cua cd
vua bit mat déi vdi toi la toi da tim ra mot diéu
ma t6i c6 thé toan tam toan y céng hién. Toi
nhd cam giac c6 mot su am anh.”
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2. VOCABULARY LIST

Word / Phrase | Pronunciation Meaning (VN) Synonym Antonym
blindfolded /'blaindfauvldid/ bit mat sightless -
mang tinh tinh
rarefied /'rearifard/ g i elite common
hoa, kén chon
, dat ra tiéu chuan lower
set a high bar /set a har ba:r/ . set a benchmark )
rat cao expectations
prowess /' pravas/ nang luc vugt troi  expertise incompetence
. . ., . o . . intellectual
mental feat / 'mentl fi:t/ ky tich veé tri tué _ -
achievement
. , gay kinh ngac ) )
astonishing /9'stonifin/ astounding ordinary
manh
obsessed with /ab'sest wid/ bi &m anh bdi fixated on indifferent to
dudc trao danh
crowned /kravnd/ h'é. awarded stripped
iéu
simultaneous / stml'tenias/ dong thaoi concurrent sequential
uninitiated /AnI'nifiertid/ chua am hiéu inexperienced knowledgeable
superhuman / su:pa’hju:man/ siéu pham extraordinary human
play out /pler avt/ dién tién unfold halt
memorised /'memaraizd/ dugc ghi nhg retained forgotten
accuratel
recalled faithfully /ri'ko:ld 'feiBfali/ nhd lai chinh xac ] y distorted
retrieved
dugc luu trir 6n
reliably stored /r1'latabli sta:d/ . securely retained lost

dinh
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Word / Phrase | Pronunciation Meaning (VN) Synonym Antonym
taxing / 'teeksin/ gay mét moi exhausting effortless
: : , su kiét strc bat dau _
exhaustion sets in /19'z2:stfan sets in/ e fatigue emerges  recover
xuat hién
, khéng én dinh, rai )
patchy /' peetfi/ ac inconsistent coherent
re
/'freegmentid s . complete
fragmented memory 9 ) tri nh& rai rac partial recall P
memari/ memory
standard memory /'steendad ‘'memeari  bai kiém tra tri
tests tests/ nhd tiéu chuan
exceptional /1k’'sepfonl/ xuat ching outstanding average
) o c6 nang khiéu exceptionally )
supremely gifted /su:’primli ‘grftid/ . ungifted
VUGt troi talented
. . mang tinh tam e .
tentative / 'tentativ/ preliminary conclusive

thai

communication

(neural)

/ka mju:n1'keifan/

su lién lac (gitra

cac vung nao)

connectivity

disconnection

frontoparietal control

network

/ frantaupa ‘ratatl/

mang |ugi ki€m

soat tran—-dinh

allocate attention

/' elakert a'tenfan/

phéan bé su chdy

distribute focus

neglect

visual network

/'vizual ‘netws:k/

mang ludi thi giac

extraordinary ability

/1k'stro:dnri a'bilati/

nang luc phi
thudng

exceptional skill

mediocrity

claim the title

/kletm &8s 'tartl/

gianh danh hiéu

secure the title

forfeit
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3. CAC CAU TRUC HAY (vi du trong bai)

Cau tric
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Vi du trong bai

Even by ... standards

Ngay ca theo tiéu chuan ...

“Even by world record
standards”

While A..., B...

Trong khi A..., thi B...

Mac du A..., nhung B...

“While his challengers will
play..., Gareyev himself will
be blindfolded”

It sets a high bar for...

Diéu nay dat ra tiéu chuan rat cao

cho...

“it sets a high bar for human
performance”

In the hope of + V-ing

Vi hy vong rang...

“In the hope of understanding

"

how...

The thing that is remarkable
about... is...

biéu dangchuy g ... la ...

“the thing that's so

1’

remarkable... is..."

Not only ... but also ...

Khéng nhirng ... ma con ...

“Not only must the
positions..., they must be
recalled...”

It was not the only ...

bay khong phai la ... duy nhat

“It was not the only hint...”

The most important part of ... is

that...

Phan quan trong nhat cta ... la ...

“The most important part of
blindfold chess... is that...”
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