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READING CHALLENGE 11

BUGC 1: POC VA HOAN THANH CAC CAU HOI
READING PASSAGE (Cam 17 - Test 1 - Passage 2)

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14-26, which are based on Reading Passage 2
below.

Stadiums: past, present and future

A. Stadiums are among the oldest forms of urban architecture: vast stadiums where the public could
watch sporting events were at the centre of western city life as far back as the ancient Greek and
Roman Empires, well before the construction of the great medieval cathedrals and the grand 19th-
and 20th-century railway stations which dominated urban skylines in later eras.

Today, however, stadiums are regarded with growing scepticism. Construction costs can soar above
£1 billion, and stadiums finished for major events such as the Olympic Games or the FIFA World Cup
have notably fallen into disuse and disrepair.

But this need not be the case. History shows that stadiums can drive urban development and adapt
to the culture of every age. Even today, architects and planners are finding new ways to adapt the
mono-functional sports arenas which became emblematic of modernisation during the 20th century.

B. The amphitheatre* of Arles in southwest France, with a capacity of 25,000 spectators, is perhaps
the best example of just how versatile stadiums can be. Built by the Romans in 90 AD, it became a
fortress with four towers after the fifth century, and was then transformed into a village containing
more than 200 houses. With the growing interest in conservation during the 19th century, it was
converted back into an arena for the staging of bullfights, thereby returning the structure to its
original use as a venue for public spectacles.

Another example is the imposing arena of Verona in northern Italy, with space for 30,000 spectators,
which was built 60 years before the Arles amphitheatre and 40 years before Rome’s famous
Colosseum. It has endured the centuries and is currently considered one of the world's prime sites
for opera, thanks to its outstanding acoustics.

C. The area in the centre of the Italian town of Lucca, known as the Piazza dell'Anfiteatro, is yet
another impressive example of an amphitheatre becoming absorbed into the fabric of the city. The
site evolved in a similar way to Arles and was progressively filled with buildings from the Middle
Ages until the 19th century, variously used as houses, a salt depot and a prison. But rather than
reverting to an arena, it became a market square, designed by Romanticist architect Lorenzo
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Nottolini. Today, the ruins of the amphitheatre remain embedded in the various shops and
residences surrounding the public square.

D. There are many similarities between modern stadiums and the ancient amphitheatres intended
for games. But some of the flexibility was lost at the beginning of the 20th century, as stadiums were
developed using new products such as steel and reinforced concrete, and made use of bright lights
for night-time matches.

Many such stadiums are situated in suburban areas, designed for sporting use only and surrounded
by parking lots. These factors mean that they may not be as accessible to the general public, require
more energy to run and contribute to urban heat.

E. But many of today’s most innovative architects see scope for the stadium to help improve the city.
Among the current strategies, two seem to be having particular success: the stadium as an urban
hub, and as a power plant.

There's a growing trend for stadiums to be equipped with public spaces and services that serve a
function beyond sport, such as hotels, retail outlets, conference centres, restaurants and bars,
children’s playgrounds and green space. Creating mixed-use developments such as this reinforces
compactness and multi-functionality, making more efficient use of land and helping to regenerate
urban spaces.

This opens the space up to families and a wider cross-section of society, instead of catering only to
sportspeople and supporters. There have been many examples of this in the UK: the mixed-use
facilities at Wembley and Old Trafford have become a blueprint for many other stadiums in the
world.

F. The phenomenon of stadiums as power stations has arisen from the idea that energy problems
can be overcome by integrating interconnected buildings by means of a smart grid, which is an
electricity supply network that uses digital communications technology to detect and react to local
changes in usage, without significant energy losses. Stadiums are ideal for these purposes, because
their canopies have a large surface area for fitting photovoltaic panels and rise high enough (more
than 40 metres) to make use of micro wind turbines.

Freiburg Mage Solar Stadium in Germany is the first of a new wave of stadiums as power plants,
which also includes the Amsterdam Arena and the Kaohsiung Stadium. The latter, inaugurated in
2009, has 8,844 photovoltaic panels producing up to 1.14 GWh of electricity annually. This reduces
the annual output of carbon dioxide by 660 tons and supplies up to 80 percent of the surrounding
area when the stadium is not in use. This is proof that a stadium can serve its city, and have a
decidedly positive impact in terms of reduction of CO, emissions.
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G. Sporting arenas have always been central to the life and culture of cities. In every era, the stadium
has acquired new value and uses: from military fortress to residential village, public space to theatre
and most recently a field for experimentation in advanced engineering.

The stadium of today now brings together multiple functions, thus helping cities to create a
sustainable future.

* amphitheatre: (especially in Greek and Roman architecture) an open circular or oval building with a
central space surrounded by tiers of seats for spectators, for the presentation of dramatic or sporting
events

Questions 14-17

Reading Passage 2 has seven sections, A-G.
Which section contains the following information?

Write the correct letter, A-G, in boxes 14-17 on your answer sheet.
NB You may use any letter more than once.

14 a mention of negative attitudes towards stadium building projects

15 figures demonstrating the environmental benefits of a certain stadium
16 examples of the wide range of facilities available at some new stadiums
17 reference to the disadvantages of the stadiums built during a certain era

Questions 18-22

Complete the summary below.
Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.
Write your answers in boxes 18-22 on your answer sheet.

Roman amphitheatres

The Roman stadiums of Europe have proved very versatile. The amphitheatre of Arles, for example,

was converted firstintoa 18 ........................ , then into a residential area and finally into an arena
where spectators could watch 19......................... Meanwhile, the arena in Verona, one of the oldest
Roman amphitheatres, is famous today as a venue where 20 ......................... is performed.

The site of Lucca’s amphitheatre has also been used for many purposes over the centuries, including
the storage of 21........ccccvveenee It is now a market square with 22 ............c.c.c.c...... incorporated into
the remains of the Roman amphitheatre.
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Questions 23 and 24

Choose TWO letters, A-E.
Write the correct letters in boxes 23 and 24 on your answer sheet.

When comparing twentieth-century stadiums to ancient amphitheatres in Section D, which TWO
negative features does the writer mention?

A They are less imaginatively designed.

B They are less spacious.

C They are in less convenient locations.

D They are less versatile.

E They are made of less durable materials.

Questions 25 and 26

Choose TWO letters, A-E.
Write the correct letters in boxes 25 and 26 on your answer sheet.

Which TWO advantages of modern stadium design does the writer mention?

A offering improved amenities for the enjoyment of sports events

B bringing community life back into the city environment

C facilitating research into solar and wind energy solutions

D enabling local residents to reduce their consumption of electricity

E providing a suitable site for the installation of renewable power generators
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BUGC 2: CHAM BAI, NOTE CAC LOI SAI, LY DO SAI, NOTE LAI PIEM VAO BANG TIEN PO

Questions 14-17 (Matching information)

Q Answer Clue trong bai Ly do chon

14 A “Today, however, stadiums are regarded bé hdi negative attitudes — “growing
with growing scepticism.” scepticism” thé hién thai do tiéu cuc

15 F “reduces the annual output of carbon dioxide  C6 sé liéu cu thé chirng minh Igi ich
by 660 tonsand supplies up to 80 percent...” mai trudng

16 E “equipped with public spaces and services... Liét ké da dang tién ich cua san van
hotels, retail outlets, conference centres...” dong mdi

17D “some of the flexibility was lost at the Néu bat Igi cia san van dong xay

beginning of the 20th century”

trong mot thai ky nhat dinh

Questions 18-22 (Summary — ONE WORD ONLY)

Q Answer Clue trong bai

Ly do chon

“it became a fortress with four

18 fortress B
towers

Arles dugc chuyén déi dau tién thanh
phao dai

Hoat déng dugc t6 chlc cho khan gia

19 bullfights "arena for the staging of bullfights” A

20 opera “prime sites for opera” Verona ndi tiéng la noi biéu dién opera
21 salt ’F’)urisseodn?s houses, a salt depot and a Lucca tiing dung dé luu trt mudi

22 shops “embedded in the various shops and Quang trudng hién cé cira hang bao

residences”

quanh

Questions 23-24 (Multiple choice — TWO answers)

Q Answer Clue trong bai

Ly do chon

“situated in suburban areas... may not

23 c be as accessible”

Vi tri xa trung tam — kém thuan tién

24 D “some of the flexibility was lost”

So v&i amphitheatres c6, san TK20
kém linh hoat

Questions 25-26 (Multiple choice — TWO answers)

Q Answer Clue trong bai

Ly do chon

"bringing community life back... mixed-

25 B "
use developments

Nhan manh dua sinh hoat cdng déng
trd lai do thi

“ideal... for fitting photovoltaic panels...

26 E . . ;
micro wind turbines”

San van déng la dia diém phu hgp lap
nang lugng tai tao
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Stadiums are among the oldest forms of
urban architecture: vast stadiums where the
public could watch sporting events were at the
centre of western city life as far back as the
ancient Greek and Roman Empires, well before
the construction of the great medieval
cathedrals and the grand 19th- and 20th-
century railway stations which dominated
urban skylines in later eras.

San van dong la mot trong nhirng hinh thirc
kién trac do thi lau dgi nhat: nhiing san van
déng réong 18n nai cdng ching c6 thé xem cac su
kién thé thao da ting la trung tam ddi séng do thi
phuong Tay tir thai Hy Lap va La Ma c6 dai, rat lau
trudc khi cac nha tha 16n thai trung 6 va cac nha
ga hoanh trang cua thé ky 19 va 20 — nhitng céng
trinh théng tri dudng chan trgi do thj trong cac
thai ky sau — dugc xay dung.

Today, however, stadiums are regarded with

growing scepticism. Construction costs can

soar above £1 billion, and stadiums finished for

major events such as the Olympic Games or
the FIFA World Cup have notably fallen into
disuse and disrepair.

Tuy nhién ngay nay, cac san van dong ngay
cang bi nhin nhan véi su hoai nghi. Chi phi xay
dung c6 thé tang vot Ién trén 1 ty bang Anh, va
nhiéu san van dong dugc hoan thanh cho cac su
kién I&n nhu Thé van hoi Olympic hay World Cup
cua FIFA da nhanh chong rgi vao tinh trang it dugc

st dung va xuéng cap.

But this need not be the case. History shows
that stadiums can drive urban development
and adapt to the culture of every age. Even
today, architects and planners are finding new
ways to adapt the mono-functional sports
arenas which became emblematic of
modernisation during the 20th century.

Nhung diéu d6 khong nhat thiét phai xay

ra. Lich st cho thdy cac san van déng cé thé thic
day su phat trién dé thi va thich nghi vai van hoa
cUa tung thdi dai. Ngay ca ngay nay, cac kién truc
su va nha quy hoach van dang tim ra nhiing cach
méi dé cai tao cac dau trudng thé thao don chic
nang — von ting 1a biéu tugng cla qua trinh hién
dai hda trong thé ky 20.

The amphitheatre of Arles in southwest
France, with a capacity of 25,000 spectators, is
perhaps the best example of just how versatile
stadiums can be. Built by the Romans in 90 AD,
it became a fortress with four towers after the
fifth century, and was then transformed into a
village containing more than 200 houses.

Pau trudng Arles ¢ mién tay nam nuéc Phap,
Vi stic chlra 25.000 khan gia, cé I8 la vi du dién
hinh nhat cho thady sén van déng cé thé linh hoat
dén muc nao. Bugc ngudi La Ma xay dyng vao
nam 90 sau COng nguyén, cong trinh nay da trg
thanh mot phdo dai v&i bon thap canh sau thé ky
th&r ndm, va sau d6 dugc chuyén déi thanh mét
ngoi lang v&i hon 200 ngdi nha.

With the growing interest in conservation
during the 19th century, it was converted
back into an arena for the staging of bullfights,

Cung vdi su gia tang méi quan tam dén bao ton
trong thé ky 19, cdng trinh nay lai dugc chuyén
dai trd thanh mét dau trudng té chiic dau bo, qua
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thereby returning the structure to its original
use as a venue for public spectacles.

do dua cau trac nay trd vé dung chlc nang ban
dau la noi dién ra cdc man trinh dién céng cong.

Another example is the imposing arena of
Verona in northern Italy, with space for
30,000 spectators, which was built 60 years
before the Arles amphitheatre and 40 years
before Rome’s famous Colosseum.

Mot vi du khac la dau trudng hung vi & Verona,
mién bac nuéc Y, véi stic chira 30.000 khan gia,
dugc xay dyng sém hon dau trudng Arles 60 nam
va s6m hon dau trudng Colosseum naéi tiéng clia
Rome 40 nam.

It has endured the centuries and is currently
considered one of the world’s prime sites
for opera, thanks to its outstanding acoustics.

Cong trinh nay da ton tai qua nhiéu thé ky va
hién dugc coi Ia mét trong nhirng dia diém
hang dau thé gigi dé biéu dién opera, nhd vao
hé thng am hoc vugt trdi clia no.

The area in the centre of the Italian town of
Lucca, known as the Piazza dell'Anfiteatro, is
yet another impressive example of an
amphitheatre becoming absorbed into the
fabric of the city.

Khu vuc & trung tam thi tran Lucca ctia Y, dugc
goi la Piazza dell'Anfiteatro, la mot vi du an tugng
khac vé viec mét dau trudng dugc hoa nhap vao
cdu trdc cua thanh phé.

The site evolved in a similar way to

Arles and was progressively filled with
buildings from the Middle Ages until the 19th
century, variously used as houses, a salt depot
and a prison.

Khu vuc nay phat trién theo cach tuong tu nhu
Arles va dan dan dugc lap day bang cac cong trinh
xdy dung ti thai Trung C8 cho dén thé ky 19, véi
nhiéu muc dich si dung khac nhau nhu nha &, kho
mudi va nha tu.

But rather than reverting to an arena, it
became a market square, designed by
Romanticist architect Lorenzo Nottolini.

Tuy nhién, thay vi quay tré lai thanh mét dau
trudng, noi day da trd thanh mét quang trudng
chg, do kién truc su theo trudng phai Lang man
Lorenzo Nottolini thiét ké.

Today, the ruins of the amphitheatre remain
embedded in the various shops and
residences surrounding the public square.

Ngay nay, tan tich ciia dau trudng van con
dudgc long ghép trong cac clfa hang va khu nha &
bao quanh quang trudng céng cdng.

There are many similarities between
modern stadiums and the ancient
amphitheatres intended for games. But
some of the flexibility was lost at the beginning
of the 20th century, as stadiums were
developed using new products such as steel
and reinforced concrete, and made use of
bright lights for night-time matches.

C6 nhiéu diém tucong déng giira cac san van
ddéng hién dai va cac dau trudng co dai dugc
xay dung cho thi dau. Tuy nhién, mot phan tinh
linh hoat da bi mat di vao dau thé ky 20, khi cac
san van déng dugc phat trién bang cac vat liéu méi
nhu thép va bé tong cot thép, dong thai sir dung
dén chiéu sdng manh cho cac tran dau ban dém.

Many such stadiums are situated in
suburban areas, designed for sporting use

Nhiéu san van déng nhu vay dugc xay dung &
khu vuc ngoai 8, chi phuc vu cho muc dich thé
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only and surrounded by parking lots. These
factors mean that they may not be as
accessible to the general public, require more
energy to run and contribute to urban heat.

thao va dugc bao quanh bdi cac bai db xe. Nhiing
yéu t6 nay khién ching kém thuan tién han déi vdi
cdng chiing, tiéu tén nhiéu nang lugng haon dé van
hanh va gop phan lam gia tang nhiét do thi.

But many of today’s most innovative
architects see scope for the stadium to help
improve the city.Among the current
strategies, two seem to be having particular
success: the stadium as an urban hub, and as a
power plant.

Tuy nhién, nhiéu kién tric su déi méi nhat hién
nay nhan thay san van déng cé tiém nang giup
cai thién dé thi.Trong s6 cac chién lugc hién tai,
hai hudng ti€p can té ra dac biét thanh cong: san
van dong nhu mét trung tam d6 thi va nhu mét
nha may nang lugng.

There's a growing trend for stadiums to be
equipped with public spaces and

services that serve a function beyond sport,
such as hotels, retail outlets, conference
centres, restaurants and bars, children’s
playgrounds and green space.

Ngay cang cé xu huéng trang bi cho san van
dong cac khong gian va dich vu cong cong phuc
vu nhiéu chiric ndng ngoai thé thao, chdng han nhu
khach san, ctra hang ban 1é, trung tam hoi nghi,
nha hang, quan bar, san chai tré em va khéng gian
xanh.

Creating mixed-use developments such as
this reinforces compactness and multi-
functionality, making more efficient use of
land and helping to regenerate urban spaces.

Viéc tao ra cac khu phat trién da chirc nang nhu
vay giup tang tinh c6 dong va da cong nang,
qua doé sur dung dat hiéu qua hon va gop phan tai
tao khéng gian do thi.

This opens the space up to families and a
wider cross-section of society, instead of
catering only to sportspeople and supporters.

Diéu nay giup khong gian tré nén céi mé hon
V@i cac gia dinh va nhiéu tang I6p xa héi hon,
thay vi chi phuc vu cho van déng vién va ngugi
ham mo thé thao.

There have been many examples of this in
the UK: the mixed-use facilities at Wembley
and Old Trafford have become a blueprint for
many other stadiums in the world.

Pa c6 nhiéu vi du nhu vay tai Vuong quoc Anh:
cac t6 hgp da chiic ndng tai Wembley va Old
Trafford @3 tr& thanh hinh mau cho nhiéu san van
dong khac trén thé gidi.

The phenomenon of stadiums as power
stations has arisen from the idea that energy
problems can be overcome by integrating
interconnected buildings by means of a smart
grid.

Hién tudng san van dong hoat dong nhu cac
nha may dién xuat phat tir y tudng rang cac van
dé nang lugng co thé dugc giai quyét bang cach
tich hgp cac toa nha lién két véi nhau thong qua
luGi dién thong minh.

Stadiums are ideal for these purposes,
because their canopies have a large surface
area for fitting photovoltaic panels and rise
high enough to make use of micro wind
turbines.

San van dong dac biét phu hop cho muc dich
nay, bdi mai che clia chiing ¢é dién tich I6n dé lap
dat cac tdm quang dién va du cao dé tan dung cac
tuabin gi6 ¢& nho.
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Freiburg Mage Solar Stadium in Germany is San van dong Mage Solar Freiburg & Pic la
the first of a new wave of stadiums as cong trinh dau tién trong lan séng méi cua cac
power plants, which also includes the san van dong nhu nha may dién, cung vdi
Amsterdam Arena and the Kaohsiung Stadium. Amsterdam Arena va san van déng Kaohsiung.

The latter, inaugurated in 2009, has 8,844  Cong trinh sau, dugc khanh thanh nam 2009, c6
photovoltaic panels producing up to 1.14  8.844 tam pin quang dién tao ra téi 1,14 GWh
GWh of electricity annually. dién moi nam.

This reduces the annual output of carbon  Diéu nay gitp giam lugng khi carbon dioxide
dioxide by 660 tons and supplies up to 80 thai ra hang nam tGi 660 tan va cung cap t&i 80%

percent of the surrounding area when the dién nang cho khu vuc xung quanh khi san van
stadium is not in use. dong khéng dugc st dung.
This is proof that a stadium can serve its Pay la minh chirng cho thay mot san van dong

city, and have a decidedly positive impactin  ¢é thé phuc vu thanh phé, déng thdi tao ra tac
terms of reduction of CO, emissions. dong tich cuc rd rét trong viéc giam phat thai CO.,.

Sporting arenas have always been central to Cac dau trudng thé thao tir lau da giir vai tro
the life and culture of cities. trung tam trong ddi s6ng va van héa do thi.

In every era, the stadium has acquired new G méi thgi ky, san van dong lai mang nhiing

value and uses: from military fortress to gia tri va cong nang mdi: tu phao dai quan sy
residential village, public space to theatre and dén lang dan cu, ti khong gian cong cong dén nha
most recently a field for experimentation in hat, va gan day nhat la noi thi nghiém cac giai
advanced engineering. phap ky thuat tién tién.

The stadium of today now brings together San van déng ngay nay két hgp nhiéu chirc
multiple functions, thus helping cities to nang, qua dé gilp cac thanh phé hudng téi mot
create a sustainable future. tudng lai bén viing.

2. VOCABULARY LIST

Pronunciation

POS| Meaning (VN Synonym Antonym
(IPA) ing (VN) ynony \

urban architecture  /'3:ban 'akitektfo/ n  kién trac do thj city design -

. réng I&n, ménh o
vast /va:st/ adj enormous limited

mong

dominated /'dominertid/ v chi phéi, théng tri controlled -
scepticism /'skeptisizam/ n sy hoai nghi doubt belief
soar /s2:/ v tang vot rise sharply  fall
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Synonym

Antonym

(IPA)

tinh trang khong

disuse dis’ju:s n neglect se
/.dis Ju:s/ dugc s dung 9 “
disrepair / disr1’pes/ n sy xudng cap deterioration repair
drive (urban A . .
/drawv/ v thdc day stimulate hinder
development)
adapt to /o' daept/ v thich nghi véi adjust to resist
single- multi-
mono-functional / mpnauv'fankfanl/ adj don chic nang "9 ! I,
purpose functional
, , . mang tinh biéu , L
emblematic / .embla ' maetzk/ adj symbolic insignificant
tugng
versatile /'v3:sata1l/ adj linh hoat, da nang flexible rigid
conservation / konsa'veifn/ n  bao tén preservation destruction
endured /1n'djuad/ v ton tai bén bi survived perished
outstanding /avt'steendin/ adj noi bat, xuat sac exceptional  mediocre
absorbed into /ab’'z>:bd/ v dugc hoa nhap vao integrated separated
dudc gan chat, [6n
embedded /1m’bed1d/ adj ghép 9 ' 9 integrated detached
flexibility / fleksa bilati/ n  tinh linh hoat adaptability  rigidity
) / ri:in'fost . .
reinforced concrete ' ) n  bé tdng cot thép - -
konkri:t/
suburban /so'b3:ban/ adj thudc ngoai 6 residential central
accessible /ak’sesabl/ adj dé tiép can reachable inaccessible
innovative /'Inavativ/ adj mang tinh d6i méi  creative conventional
urban hub /'3:ban hab/ n  trung tam do thi city centre -
. . . L multi- )
mixed-use / mikst ‘ju:s/ adj da chdc nang single-use
purpose
regenerate /r1'dzenare1t/ v taitao renew destroy
phenomenon /fa'nominan/ n  hién tugng occurrence -
smart grid /sma:t grid/ n  ludidién thdng minh - -
. , . . N solar-
photovoltaic / foutavvaul'tertk/ adj thudc quang dién -
powered
inaugurate /1’ nd:gjurert/ v khanh thanh launch -
emissions /1' mifanz/ n  khithai discharge absorption
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Antonym

(IPA)

sustainable /s9'sternabl/ adj bén ving long-term

unsustainable

3. CAC CAU TRUC HAY (vi du trong bai)

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

be regarded with + N — dugc nhin nhan vdi

- “stadiums are regarded with growing scepticism”
can soar above + number — c6 thé tang vot |én t&i
— “Construction costs can soar above £1 billion”

fall into disuse and disrepair — rgi vao tinh trang khong dugc sif dung va xudng cap

- "stadiums ... have fallen into disuse and disrepair”

need not be the case — khong nhat thiét phai nhu vay

— “But this need not be the case.”

drive + N (development/change) - thlc day

— "stadiums can drive urban development”

adapt to the culture of + time/age — thich nghi v&i van héa cua
— "adapt to the culture of every age”

be emblematic of + N — mang tinh biéu tugng cua

— "became emblematic of modernisation”

with a capacity of + number — vdi siic chira

— “with a capacity of 25,000 spectators”

be converted into + N — dugc chuyén déi thanh

- "it was converted back into an arena”

thanks to + N — nhg vao

— "thanks to its outstanding acoustics”

be absorbed into the fabric of + place — dugdc hoa vao cau tric cua
— "becoming absorbed into the fabric of the city”

rather than + V-ing/N — thay vi

— "rather than reverting to an arena”

remain embedded in + place — van dugc [6ng ghép trong

— “remain embedded in the various shops”

some of the + N was/were lost - mot phan ... da bi mat di

— “some of the flexibility was lost”

be situated in + place — dugc dat &

- “stadiums are situated in suburban areas”

see scope for + N / to V — nhin thay tiém nang

— "architects see scope for the stadium to help improve the city”
There is a growing trend for + N to V — ngay cang cé xu hudng
— "There's a growing trend for stadiums to be equipped...”
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18. serve a function beyond + N — phuc vu chiic nang vuot ngoai
— “serve a function beyond sport”

19. This opens the space up to + N — diéu nay ma khong gian cho
— “This opens the space up to families...”

20. This is proof that + clause — day la minh chiing rang
- "This is proof that a stadium can serve its city”
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