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READING CHALLENGE 2

BUGC 1: POC VA HOAN THANH CAC CAU HOI
READING PASSAGE (Cam 16 - Test 1 - Passage 2)

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14-26, which are based on Reading Passage 2
below.

The Step Pyramid of Djoser

A

The pyramids are the most famous monuments of ancient Egypt and still hold enormous interest for
people in the present day. These grand, impressive tributes to the memory of the Egyptian kings
have become linked with the country even though other cultures, such as the Chinese and Mayan,
also built pyramids. The evolution of the pyramid form has been written and argued about for
centuries. However, there is no question that, as far as Egypt is concerned, it began with one
monument to one king designed by one brilliant architect: the Step Pyramid of Djoser at Saqqara.

B

Djoser was the first king of the Third Dynasty of Egypt and the first to build in stone. Prior to
Djoser’s reign, tombs were rectangular monuments made of dried clay brick, which covered
underground passages where the deceased person was buried. For reasons which remain unclear,
Djoser’s main official, whose name was Imhotep, conceived of building a taller, more impressive
tomb for his king by stacking stone slabs on top of one another, progressively making them smaller,
to form the shape now known as the Step Pyramid. Djoser is thought to have reigned for 19 years,
but some historians and scholars attribute a much longer time for his rule, owing to the number and
size of the monuments he built.

C

The Step Pyramid has been thoroughly examined and investigated over the last century, and it is
now known that the building process went through many different stages. Historian Marc Van de
Mieroop comments on this, writing ‘Much experimentation was involved, which is especially clear in
the construction of the pyramid in the center of the complex. It had several plans ... before it
became the first Step Pyramid in history, piling six levels on top of one another ... The weight of the
enormous mass was a challenge for the builders, who placed the stones at an inward incline in order
to prevent the monument breaking up.’

D

When finally completed, the Step Pyramid rose 62 meters high and was the tallest structure of its
time. The complex in which it was built was the size of a city in ancient Egypt and included a temple,
courtyards, shrines, and living quarters for the priests. It covered a region of 16 hectares and was
surrounded by a wall 10.5 meters high. The wall had 13 false doors cut into it with only one true
entrance cut into the south-east corner; the entire wall was then ringed by a trench 750 meters long
and 40 meters wide. The false doors and the trench were incorporated into the complex to
discourage unwanted visitors. If someone wished to enter, he or she would have needed to know in
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advance how to find the location of the true opening in the wall. Djoser was so proud of his
accomplishment that he broke the tradition of having only his own name on the monument and had
Imhotep’s name carved on it as well.

E

The burial chamber of the tomb, where the king's body was laid to rest, was dug beneath the base
of the pyramid, surrounded by a vast maze of long tunnels that had rooms off them to discourage
robbers. One of the most mysterious discoveries found inside the pyramid was a large number of
stone vessels. Over 40,000 of these vessels, of various forms and shapes, were discovered in
storerooms off the pyramid’s underground passages. They are inscribed with the names of rulers
from the First and Second Dynasties of Egypt and made from different kinds of stone. There is no
agreement among scholars and archaeologists on why the vessels were placed in the tomb of
Djoser or what they were supposed to represent. The archaeologist Jean-Philippe Lauer, who
excavated most of the pyramid and complex, believes they were originally stored and then given a
‘proper burial’ by Djoser in his pyramid to honor his predecessors. There are other historians,
however, who claim the vessels were dumped into the shafts as yet another attempt to prevent
grave robbers from getting to the king's burial chamber.

F

Unfortunately, all of the precautions and intricate design of the underground network did not
prevent ancient robbers from finding a way in. Djoser’s grave goods, and even his body, were stolen
at some point in the past and all archaeologists found were a small number of his valuables
overlooked by the thieves. There was enough left throughout the pyramid and its complex, however,
to astonish and amaze the archaeologists who excavated it.

G

Egyptologist Miroslav Verner writes, ‘'Few monuments hold a place in human history as significant as
that of the Step Pyramid in Saqqgara ... It can be said without exaggeration that this pyramid complex
constitutes a milestone in the evolution of monumental stone architecture in Egypt and in the world
as a whole." The Step Pyramid was a revolutionary advance in architecture and became the
archetype which all the other great pyramid builders of Egypt would follow.

Questions 14-20

Reading Passage 2 has seven paragraphs, A-G.
Choose the correct heading for each paragraph from the list of headings below.

Write the correct number, i-ix, in boxes 14-20 on your answer sheet.
List of Headings
i. The areas and artefacts within the pyramid itself
ii. A king who saved his people
iii. A single certainty among other less definite facts

iv. A difficult task for those involved
v. An overview of the external buildings and areas
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vi. A pyramid design that others copied

vii. An idea for changing the design of burial structures
viii. An incredible experience despite the few remains
ix. The answers to some unexpected questions

14. Paragraph A
15. Paragraph B
16. Paragraph C
17. Paragraph D
18. Paragraph E
19. Paragraph F
20. Paragraph G

Questions 21-24

Complete the notes below.
Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 21-24 on your answer sheet.
The Step Pyramid of Djoser
The complex that includes the Step Pyramid and its surroundings is considered to be as big as an
Egyptian 21 of the past.
The area outside the pyramid included accommodation that was occupied by 22 , along

with many other buildings and features.

A wall ran around the outside of the complex and a number of false entrances were built into this. In

addition, a long 23 encircled the wall. As a result, any visitors who had not been invited
were prevented from entering the pyramid grounds unless they knew the 24 of the real
entrance.

Questions 25-26

Choose TWO letters, A-E.

Write the correct letters in boxes 25 and 26 on your answer sheet.

Which TWO of the following points does the writer make about King Djoser?
A. Initially he had to be persuaded to build in stone rather than clay.

B. There is disagreement concerning the length of his reign.

C. He failed to appreciate Imhotep’s part in the design of the Step Pyramid.

D. A few of his possessions were still in his tomb when archaeologists found it.
E. He criticised the design and construction of other pyramids in Egypt.
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BUGC 2: CHAM BAI, NOTE CAC LOI SAI, LY DO SAI, NOTE LAI PIEM VAO BANG TIEN PO

Questions 14-20 (Matching Headings)

. ||Pa .. .
Cau énp Clue trong bai Ly do chon
“the evolution of the pyramid form Nhan manh qua trinh phat trién kim tu thap
14 |liv  |has been written and argued about for||phirc tap, gay tranh luan lau dai, cho thay day
centuries” la mét nhiém vu khé khandéi véi cac hoc gia
“conceived of building a taller, more  |[Doan néi vé y tudng méi thay déi thiét ké
15 |vii |[impressive tomb... by stacking stone |lang mg, t mo hinh chit nhat sang kim tu thap
slabs” bac
“Much experimentation was involved...|[Doan tap trung vao nhiéu thir nghiém va thay
16 |jii several plans... before it became the ||d@i, giai quyét cac cau hoi phat sinh trong qua
first Step Pyramid” trinh xay dung
17 I “included a temple, courtyards, Miéu ta toan canh khu phirc hgp bén
shrines... wall... trench” ngoai kim ty thap
18 i "burial chamber... maze of long Noi vé khu vuc bén trong va cac hién
tunnels... stone vessels” vat trong kim tu thap
19 |Iviii “enough left... to astonish and amaze |Du it di vat con lai, trai nghiém khai quat
the archaeologists” van dang kinh ngac
“became the archetype which all the . L TR x 1
. "YPe Kim tu thap Djoser tré thanh mau hinh dugc
20 |vi |lother great pyramid builders... would || , = . N .
follow” cac cong trinh sau noi theo

Questions 21-24 (Note Completion - ONE WORD ONLY)

cau Dap éan | Clue trong bai [
21 |lcity

‘22 Hpriests
‘23 Htrench

‘24 Hlocation

Ly do ‘
HSo sanh quy m6 ‘
INgusi cu trd |

"The complex... was the size of a city”

“living quarters for the priests”

HCéng trinh bao quanh ‘

Biét vi tri m&i vao dLIc_ic‘

“ringed by a trench 750 meters long”

"how to find the location of the true opening”

Questions 25-26 (Choose TWO letters)

Pap

4n Clue trong bai Ly do

Tranh cai vé thgi
gian tri vi

“thought to have reigned for 19 years, but some historians...
attribute a much longer time”

Van con mét it do tuy

“a small number of his valuables overlooked by the thieves” téng
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The pyramids are the most famous monuments
of ancient Egypt and still hold enormous interest
for people in the present day.

These grand, impressive tributes to the
memory of the Egyptian kings have

become linked withthe country even though
other cultures, such as the Chinese and Mayan,
also built pyramids. The evolution of the
pyramid form has been written and argued
about for centuries. However, there is no
question that, as far as Egypt is concerned, it
began with one monument to one king
designed by one brilliant architect: the Step
Pyramid of Djoser at Saqqara.

Kim tu thap 1a nhiing céng trinh nai tiéng

nhat cua Ai Cap c6 dai va dén nay van thu hat sy
quan tam rat I6n. Nhiing céng trinh hoanh
trang, tudng niém an tugngdanh cho cac vi vua
Ai Cap da trd nén gan lién vsi dat nudce nay, du
cac nén van hoéa khac nhu Trung Hoa hay Maya
cling xay kim tu thap. Su tién héa cua hinh thurc
kim ty thap da dugc ghi chép va tranh luan
su6t nhiéu thé ky. Tuy nhién, khéng thé phd
nhan rang, déi véi Ai Cap, moi tha bat dau tir
mot codng trinh danh cho mét vi vua, dugc thiét
ké bdi mot kién tric su kiét xuat: Kim tu thap
bac ctia Djoser tai Saqqara.

Djoser was the first king of the Third Dynasty of
Egypt and the first to build in stone. Prior to
Djoser’s reign, tombs were rectangular
monuments made of dried clay brick, which
covered underground passages where the
deceased person was buried. For reasons which
remain unclear, Djoser’s main official, whose
name was Imhotep, conceived of building a
taller, more impressive tomb for his king

by stacking stone slabs on top of one another,
progressively making them smaller, to form the
shape now known as the Step Pyramid. Djoser is
thought to have reigned for 19 years, but some
historians and scholars attribute a much longer
time to his rule, owing to the number and

size of the monuments he built.

Djoser la vi vua dau tién cua Vuong triéu th( Ba
cta Ai Cap va ciing la ngudi dau tién xay dung
bang da. Trudc triéu dai cua Djoser, cac lang mo
la nhirng c6ng trinh hinh ch{r nhat lam tu gach
dat sét phai khd, bao pht cac dudng ham ngam
nai ngudi chét dugc chén cat. Vi nhing ly do van
con chua ro, vi quan cao cap cla Djoser tén la
Imhotep da nay ra y tuéng xay moét lang mo cao
va an tugng hon cho nha vua bang cach xép
chong cac phién da Ién nhau, mdi ting nho dan,
tao thanh hinh dang ngay nay goi la Kim tu thap
bac. Djoser dugc cho la tri vi 19 nam, nhung mot
s su gia va hoc gia cho rang thai gian trj vi clia
ong dai han, dua trén sé lugng va quy mé cac
cdng trinh 6ng xay dung.

The Step Pyramid has been thoroughly
examined and investigated over the last
century, and it is now known that the building
process went through many different stages.
Historian Marc Van de Mieroop comments on
this, writing that much experimentation was
involved, which is especially clear in the
construction of the pyramid in the centre of the
complex. It had several plans before it became
the first Step Pyramid in history, piling six levels

on top of one another. The weight of the

Kim ty thap bac da dugc nghién ciru va khao
sat ky luéng trong suét thé ky qua, va hién nay
ngudi ta biét rang qua trinh xay dung da trai qua
nhiéu giai doan khac nhau. St gia Marc Van de
Mieroop nhan xét rang co rat nhiéu thir nghiém,
diéu nay thé hién rd nhat trong qua trinh xay
dung kim ty thap & trung tdm quan thé. Céng
trinh da trai qua nhiéu ban thiét ké trudc khi trg
thanh Kim tu thap bac dau tién trong lich st, véi
sau tang xép chong lén nhau. Trong

lugng khéng 16 clia cong trinh la mét thach
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enormous mass was a challenge for the
builders, who placed the stones at an inward
incline in order to prevent the monument
breaking up.

thic déi vai thg xay, budc ho phai dat da
theo dé nghiéng huéng vao trong dé ngan
cong trinh bj sup dé.

When finally completed, the Step Pyramid rose
62 metres high and was the tallest structure of
its time. The complexin which it was built was
the size of a city in ancient Egypt and included a
temple, courtyards, shrines, and living quarters
for the priests. It covered an area of 16
hectares and was surrounded by a wall 10.5
metres high. The wall had 13 false doors with
only one true entrance in the south-east corner,
and the entire wall was ringed by a trench 750
metres long and 40 metres wide. These features
were incorporated to discourage unwanted
visitors.

Khi hoan thanh, Kim tu thap bac cao 62 mét va la
cong trinh cao nhat thai bay gid. Quan thé noi
né dugc xay dung cé quy mo tuong ducng

mét thanh phé clia Ai Cap c6 dai, bao gém dén
thd, san trong, dién ths va khu sinh hoat caa
cac tu té. Quan thé nay rong 16 hecta va dugc
bao quanh bdi mét bic tudng cao 10,5 mét. Buc
tudng c6 13 ctra gia va chi mét 16i vao that & géc
dong nam; toan bd tudng con dugc bao quanh
b&i mét hao sau dai 750 mét va rong 40 mét.
Nhitng dac diém nay dugc thiét ké nham ngén
chan nhirng ké xam nhap.

The burial chamber of the tomb, where the
king's body was laid to rest, was dug beneath
the base of the pyramid, surrounded by a

vast maze of long tunnels with rooms leading
off them to discourage robbers. One of the
most mysterious discoveries was a large number
of stone vessels. Over 40,000 vessels of various
forms and shapes were found in storerooms off
the underground passages. They are inscribed
with the names of rulers from the First and
Second Dynasties and made from different kinds
of stone. There is no agreement among
scholars on why the vessels were placed there.
Some believe they were buried to honour
predecessors, while others argue they were
intended to deter grave robbers.

Budng mai tang, ndi thi hai nha vua dugc an
tang, dugc dao dudi chan kim ty thap va dugc
bao quanh bdi mét mé cung dudng ham dai véi
cac phong nhé nham ngan chan ké trém. Mét
trong nhirng phat hién bi an nhat la s6 lugng
I6n binh da. Hon 40.000 binh vé&i nhiéu hinh
dang khac nhau dugc tim thay trong cac kho
chtra doc theo cac dudng ham ngém. Chung
dugc khac tén cac vj vua thudc Vuang triéu tha
Nhat va th( Hai va lam tu nhiéu loai da khac
nhau. Cac hoc gia van chua théng nhat vé ly do
cac binh nay dugc dat & day. Mot s6 cho rang
ching dugc chon dé tén vinh cac vi tién nhiém,
trong khi nhitng ngugi khac cho rang chiing
nham ngan chan ké trém maé.

Unfortunately, all of the precautions and
intricate design of the underground network did
not prevent ancient robbers from finding a way
in. Djoser’s grave goods, and even his body,
were stolen, and archaeologists found only a
small number of valuables overlooked by
thieves. However, enough remained to astonish
and amaze those who excavated the site.

Pang tiéc la moi bién phap phong nglra va thiét
ké phic tap cia hé théng ngam van khong thé
ngan can ké trom cé dai xam nhap. D6 tuy tang,
tham chi ca thi hai cta Djoser, da bj danh cap, va
cac nha khao ¢é chi tim thdy mét sé it d6 gia

tri bi bon trom bo sét. Tuy vay, nhiing gi con lai
van du dé khién ho kinh ngac.

Egyptologist Miroslav Verner writes that few
monuments hold a place in human history as
significant as the Step Pyramid at Saqqara. It can

Nha Ai Cap hoc Miroslav Verner viét rang rat it
cdng trinh nao trong lich st nhan loai cé vi tri

qguan trong nhu Kim tu thap bac tai Saqqara. Co
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be said without exaggeration that this complex
constitutes a milestone in the evolution of
monumental stone architecture in Egypt and the
world, and it became the archetype which later
pyramid builders would follow.

dung sau nay.

thé néi khéng hé phong dai rang quan thé nay la
mét cdt méc trong su phat trién cla kién trac da
do s & Ai Cap va trén toan thé gidi, va n6 da tré
thanh khuén mau cho céc kim ty thap dugc xay

2/ VOCABULARY & GRAMMAR LIST:

Antonym /

monument /"'mpnjumant/ cong trinh tuong memorial

niém
tribute /'tribju:t/ n ;L:{,tucmg nhd, cong homage

ién

‘evolution H/,i:va'luzjn/ Hn Hsu ti€én hda Hdevelopment Hstagnation ‘
‘architect H/'o:kxtekt/ Hn Hkié’n trdc su Hdesigner ‘
‘dynasty H/'dlnasti/ Hn Htri‘éu dai Hlineage ‘
‘reign H/rexn/ Hn chdi ky tri vi Hrule ‘
‘tomb H/tu:m/ Hn Hléng mo ngave ‘
‘rectangular H/rek'taer)gjale/ Hadj Hh‘lnh chr nhat Hoblong ‘
‘underground H/,Anda'graond/ Hadj Hdu‘éi long dat Hsubterranean ‘
‘deceased H/dl'si:st/ Hadj Hdé qua dgi Hdead Halive ‘
‘conceive (of) H/ken'si:v/ Hv Hnéy ray tudng Hdevise ‘
[slab /sleb/ I [phien a2 Iblock |
‘progressively H/pra'greswli/ Hadv Hdén dan ngadually Habruptly ‘
‘attribute (to) H/a'trlbju:t/ Hv Hcho la do Hascribe ‘
‘thoroughly H/'O/\rali/ Hadv Hky ludng "comprehensiverHsuperficiaIIy ‘
investigate /1n'vestigert/ v fi,réuu tra, nghién examine ignore
‘experimentationH/Ik,sperImen'tten/Hn Hsu thir nghiém Htrial ‘
‘structure H/'str/\ktje/ Hn Hcé’u tric Hframework ‘
‘enormous H/I'n:):mas/ Hadj Hkh6ng I Hmassive Htiny ‘
‘challenge H/'tjaellndy Hn chéch thirc Hdifﬁculty Hease ‘
‘inward H/'Inwad/ Hadj/adehu‘éng vao trong Hinternal Houtward ‘
‘incline H/In'klaln/ Hn Hdé nghiéng Hslope ‘
‘complex H/'kompleks/ Hn Hqu‘ém thé Hcompound ‘
‘courtyard H/'k:):tja:d/ Hn Hsén trong Hyard ‘
shrine /[rain/ n dién tha sanctuary
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mnm
‘quarters H/ kwa:taz/ khu sinh hoat Haccommodatlon H ‘
‘false door H/fa.ls do:/ Hn HcUa gia H H ‘
‘trench H/trentj/ Hn Hhéo, ranh sau Hditch H- ‘
‘discourage H/dls'k/\r1d3/ Hv Hngén can Hdeter Hencourage ‘
‘burial chamber H/'berral tJetmba/ Hn Hbubng mai tang Htomb room H- ‘
‘maze H/melz/ Hn Hmé cung Hlabyrinth H- ‘
‘vessel H/'vesl/ Hn Hb‘lnh, vat chia Hcontainer H- ‘
‘inscribe H/In'skraxb/ Hv Hkhéc chir Hengrave Herase ‘
‘predecessor H/'pri:dasesa/ Hn Hngu‘c‘ji tién nhiém Hforerunner Hsuccessor ‘
‘grave robber H/gro:v ‘roba/ Hn Hké trom mo Htomb raider H- ‘
‘intricate H/'Intrlkat/ Hadj thL’rc tap Hcomplex Hsimple ‘
‘excavate H/'ekskavelt/ Hv Hkhai quat Hunearth Hbuw ‘
‘valuable H/'vaeljuabl/ Hn HdES quy gia Htreasure H- ‘
‘milestone H/'mallstaon/ Hn Hcét mGc Hlandmark H- ‘
‘archetype H/'a:kltalp/ Hn Hkhuén mau Hprototype H- ‘
‘monumental H/,monju'mentl/ Hadj Hdé s0, hoanh trang ngand Hminor ‘
GRAMMAR:

o There is no question that... — Khong thé phu nhan rang...

e be linked with — gan lién véi

o conceive of doing something — nay ra y tudng lam viéc gi

e pose a challenge for — tao ra thach thiic cho

e be surrounded by — dugc bao quanh bdi

e to discourage unwanted visitors — nham ngan chan ké xam nhap

e there is no agreement on... - khong co6 sy déng thuan veé...

e be regarded as a milestone — dugc coi la mét cOt méc quan trong

o become the archetype for... - trg thanh khuén mau cho...
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