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WRITING TASK 2

CHALLENGE 5

DANG BAI: OPINION ESSAY

The older generations tend to have very traditional ideas about how people should
live, think and behave. However, some people believe that these ideas are not
helpful in preparing younger generations for modern life.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this view?

BUGC 1: Poc dé va thuc hién theo cac budc sau:
1/ Tao structure (dan y), c6 may doan, méi doan viét gi.
2/ Main ideas cho tung doan Body paragraph (topic sentence, explanation, examples).
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BUGC 2: Ty viét bai theo y ctia ban (min 250 tir), c6 gang canh thgi gian <= 40 phut.
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BUGC 3: Poc bai mau va hoc tir vung:
Sample essay (Simon_band 9.0)

It is true that many older people believe in traditional values that often seem incompatible with the
needs of younger people. While | agree that some traditional ideas are outdated, | believe that
others are still useful and should not be forgotten.

On the one hand, many of the ideas that elderly people have about life are becoming less relevant
for younger people. In the past, for example, people were advised to learn a profession and find a
secure job for life, but today’s workers expect much more variety and diversity from their careers. At
the same time, the ‘rules’ around relationships are being eroded as young adults make their own
choices about who and when to marry. But perhaps the greatest disparity between the generations
can be seen in their attitudes towards gender roles. The traditional roles of men and women, as
breadwinners and housewives, are no longer accepted as necessary or appropriate by most younger
people.

On the other hand, some traditional views and values are certainly applicable to the modern world.
For example, older generations attach great importance to working hard, doing one’s best, and
taking pride in one’s work, and these behaviors can surely benefit young people as they enter
today’'s competitive job market. Other characteristics that are perhaps seen as traditional are
politeness and good manners. In our globalized world, young adults can expect to come into
contact with people from a huge variety of backgrounds, and it is more important than ever to treat
others with respect. Finally, | believe that young people would lead happier lives if they had a more
‘old-fashioned’ sense of community and neighborliness.

In conclusion, although the views of older people may sometimes seem unhelpful in today's world,
we should not dismiss all traditional ideas as irrelevant.

(298 words)

1/ Structure essay (dan y)
Paragraph 1 - Introduction
e Introduces the issue of traditional values held by older people versus the needs of younger
generations.
e Presents a balanced position: some traditional ideas are outdated, while others remain
valuable.

Paragraph 2 - Body Paragraph 1 (Traditional values becoming less relevant)
e Explains why certain traditional ideas are no longer suitable for younger people.
e Gives examples:
o Lifelong careers and job security.
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o Traditional expectations around marriage.

o Fixed gender roles.

o Highlights the generational gap in attitudes.

Paragraph 3 - Body Paragraph 2 (Traditional values that remain useful)

e Argues that some traditional values are still applicable in the modern world.

e Mentions key values:
o Hard work and doing one’s best.
o Taking pride in one’s work.

o Politeness, good manners, and respect for others.

e Links these values to a globalised world and a competitive job market.

Paragraph 4 - Conclusion
e Reaffirms a balanced view.

o Concludes that traditional ideas should not be completely dismissed despite some being

outdated.

2/ Dich song ngir:

It is true that many older people believe

in traditional values that often

seem incompatible with the needs of
younger people. While | agree that some
traditional ideas are outdated, | believe that
others are still usefuland should not

be forgotten.

Pulng la nhiéu ngudi I1&n tudi tin vao cac gia tri
truyén thong, nhiing gia tri nay thudng cé

vé khong tuong thich véi nhu cau cua thé hé
tré. Mac du t6i dong y rang mot sé quan niém
truyén théng da trd nén 16i thdi, toi tin rang
nhitng quan niém khac van hiru ich va khdong nén
bi lang quén.

On the one hand, many of the ideas that
elderly people have about life are

becoming less relevant for younger people. In
the past, for example, people were advised to
learn a profession and find a secure job for
life, but today’'s workers expect much

more variety and diversity from their careers.

M6t mat, nhiéu quan diém ma ngudi cao tudi cd
vé cudc song dang tré nén kém phu hgp han déi
v&i ngudi tré. Chang han, trong quéa khi, moi
ngudi thudng dugc khuyén hoc mét nghé va tim
mét cdng viéc on dinh sudt dai, nhung ngudi lao
dong ngay nay lai mong dgi su da dang va
phong phu hon trong su nghiép cua ho.

At the same time, the ‘rules’ around
relationships are being eroded as young
adults make their own choices about who and
when to marry. But perhaps the

greatest disparity between the

generations can be seen in their attitudes
towards gender roles.

Dong thdi, nhitng ‘quy tac’ xoay quanh cac méi
quan hé dang dan bi x6i mon khi ngugi tré tu dua
ra lya chon vé viéc két hon vdi ai va khi nao. Tuy
nhién, c6 1é su khac biét I16n nhat giira cac thé
hé c6 thé dugc thay ré qua thai dé cha ho d6i véi
vai tro gigi.
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The traditional roles of men and women,
as breadwinners and housewives, are no
longer accepted as necessary or
appropriate by most younger people.

Vai tro truyén thong cua nam va nif, véi hinh
anh tru cot gia dinh va noi trg, khong con dugc
da s6 ngudi tré xem la can thiét hay phu

hgp nia.

On the other hand, some traditional views and
values are certainly applicable to the modern
world. For example, older generations attach
great importance to working hard, doing
one’s best, and taking pride inone’s work, and
these behaviors can surely benefit young
people as they enter today's competitive job
market.

Mat khac, mét s6 quan diém va gia tri truyén
théng chac chan van cé thé ap dung trong thé
gi6i hién dai. Vi duy, cac thé hé In tudi dé

cao tinh than lam viéc chdm chi, nd lyc hét minh
va tu hao vé cong viéc cua ban than, va nhitng
pham chat nay chac chan c6 thé mang lai Igi ich
cho nguai tré khi ho budc vao thi truang lao
dong day canh tranh ngay nay.

Other characteristics that are perhaps seen as
traditional are politeness and good manners.
In our globalized world, young adults can
expect to come into contact with people from
a huge variety of backgrounds, and it

is more important than ever to treat others
with respect.

Nhitng dac diém khac thudng dugc coi la truyén
thong bao gom su lich su va cach cu xur ding
muc. Trong thé gigi toan cau héa, ngudi tré co
thé sé tiép xdc véi nhitng ngudi dén tir vé sé nén
tang khac nhau, va viéc déi xir véi nguai khac
bang su tén trong trd nén quan trong hon bao
gid hét.

Finally, | believe that young people would
lead happier lives if they had a more ‘old-
fashioned’' sense of community and
neighborliness.

Cudi cung, t6i tin rang ngudi tré sé c6 cudc séng
hanh phtic han néu ho c6 mét y thirc cong déng
va tinh lang nghia x6m mang tinh ‘truyén thong'’
hon.

In conclusion, although the views of older
people may sometimes seem unhelpful in
today's world, we should not dismiss all
traditional ideas as irrelevant.

Tom lai, mac du quan diém cla ngudi 18n tudi doi
khi c6 thé trong khéng cén hitu ich trong thé gidi
ngay nay, ching ta khéng nén bac bé toan b cac
y tudng truyén théng nhu la khéng con lién

quan.

3/ Vocab and Grammar:

3.1/ Vocabulary:

Tir / Cum / Céu tric Nghia tiéng Viét

. C s . " conventional values; long-

traditional values n phr|icac gia tri truyén thong held beliefs modern values
. : . adj . , .. |linconsistent with; at odds |compatible
incompatible with ohr khéng tucng thich vai with with
outdated Hadj ‘ 16i thoi Hobsolete; old-fashioned Hup—to—date

less relevant ad) kém phu hgp hon less app!lcable,' less relevant

phr appropriate

secure job for life n phr ;%?g viec on dinh suct lifelong employment unstable work
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Tir / Cum / Cau tric

Nghia tiéng Viét

sy da dang va phong

variety and diversity  |[n phr oh range and diversity; variety |[uniformity
. cac tac dang bi xéi .
rules are being eroded |lv phr mér?uy g brxol gradually weakened reinforced
disparity between " ohr su khac biét gilta cac enerational aa similarit
generations P thé hé 9 9ap y
attitudes towards thai dé dai vdi vai tro ) gender
nphr{ ... views on gender roles .

gender roles gidi equality

breadwinners and
housewives

n phr

tru c6t gia dinh va ndi
trg

traditional family roles

shared roles

khong con dugc chap

manners

dung muc

no longer accepted as ||v phr nhan 13 rejected as; dismissed as |jaccepted as
licabl h ' 5 thé 4
applicable to the ad) COA,t t'algp'cilung jcrong relevant today outdated
modern world phr |ithé gidi hién dai
attach great . lace emphasis on; value .
. 9 v phr |[coi trong P P disregard
importance to highly
competitive job thi trudng lao dong - Lo easy job
h h k
market nphr canh tranh NG ket market
oliteness and good su lich su va cach cu xur .
P 9 nphri,., [ courtesy; etiquette rudeness

lglobalized world

Hn phr

‘thé’ gidi toan cau hda

‘interconnected world

Hisolated world

treat others with

doi xir v8i ngudi khac

v phr || ", A show respect to disrespect
respect P bang su ton trong P P
‘sense of community Hn phr ‘)’/ thiic cdng dong Hcommunity spirit Hindividualism
. b ¥ tUENna 13 kho ' . ;
Filsmlss ideas as v phr k??c bo y tudng la khong disregard as unimportant consider
irrelevant lién quan relevant

3.2/ Ngif phap va cau tric hay:

Cich dung Vi du trong bai

1. Cau md@ bai

néu thuc trang xa
hoi

Itistruethat + S + V

Dung cho Introduction; dan
vao van dé xa hoi mot cach
trung lap, hoc thuat

It is true that many older
people believe in
traditional values...

2. Cau trac
nhugng b + néu
quan diém

While | agree that +
clause, | believe that
+ clause

Thira nhan mot phan quan
diém dai lap roi khang dinh
lap trudng

While | agree that some
traditional ideas are
outdated, | believe that
others are still useful...

3. C4au truc chia

luan diém d6i 1ap

On the one hand, ...
/ On the other hand,

Trinh bay hai mat cua van
dé; rat hiéu qua cho body
paragraphs

On the one hand, many of
the ideas... / On the other
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Cich dung Vi du trong bai

hand, some traditional
Views...

4. Cau tric mo ta
muc do phu hgp

become less relevant
for + noun

Dung khi n6i mét quan
diém / gia tri khéng con
phu hop

...are becoming less
relevant for younger
people.

5. Cau bi déng
mo ta 18i khuyén
/ chuan muc

S were advised to +
V

Dung dé néi vé quan niém
trong qua khu; giong hoc
thuat

People were advised to
learn a profession and find
a secure job for life.

6. Cau truc so
sanh theo thai
gian

In the past, ... but
today’s + noun + V

So sanh qua khu - hién tai;
rat hay cho bai social
change

In the past, people were
advised..., but today's
workers expect...

7. Cau tric mo ta
su thay d6i xa hoi

be erodedas + S + V

Dién ta chudn muc / quy tac
dan mat di

The 'rules’ around
relationships are being
eroded as young adults
make their own choices...

8. C4u trdc nhan
manh su khac
biét

the greatest
disparity between A
and B can be seen in
+ noun

Nhan manh diém khac biét
noi bat nhat

The greatest disparity
between the generations
can be seen in their
attitudes...

9. C4u truc bj
dong danh gia

be no longer
accepted as + adj

Dung dé néi moét quan niém
khong con dugc chap nhan

...are no longer accepted as
necessary or appropriate...

10. Céu trac danh
gia tinh Ung dung

be applicable to +
noun

Dung khi néi diéu gi dé van
con gia tri trong hién tai

Some traditional views and
values are applicable to the
modern world.

11. Cau trdc nhan
manh gia tri

attach great
importance to +
noun / V-ing

Dién dat diéu dudc coi
trong; academic

Older generations attach
great importance to
working hard...

12. C4u trdc hé
qua tich cuc

can benefit + noun

Dung khi noi vé tac dong
tich cuc

...these behaviors can
surely benefit young
people...

13. C4u truc nhan
manh tinh thaoi
dai

more important than
ever to + V

Dlung dé nhan manh tam
quan trong trong boi canh
hién dai

It is more important than
ever to treat others with
respect.

14. Cau truc gia
dinh tich cuc

Swould + Vif+S +
V (past)

Gia dinh mang tinh danh
gia / khuyén nghij

Young people would lead
happier lives if they had a
more old-fashioned sense
of community...

15. C4u truc két
ludn can bang

In conclusion,
although + clause,
we should not + V

Conclusion dang balanced;
gilr giong van hoc thuat

In conclusion, although the
views of older people may
sometimes seem
unhelpful..., we should not
dismiss...
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BUGC 4: Sau khi da hoc tir bai mau, néu dugc enhance bai viét cia ban, ban sé viét lai thé
nao?
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